The book selection is The Grapes of Wrath by John Stein-
beck. Shocking and controversial when it was first pub-
lished in 1939, Steinbeck’s Pulitzer prize-winning epic re-
mains his undisputed masterpiece. Set against the back-
ground of Dust Bowl Oklahoma and Californian migrant
life, it tells of the Joad family, who, like thousands of
others, are forced to travel west in search of the promised
land. Their story is one of false hopes, thwarted desires,
and broken dreams, yet out of their suffering Steinbeck
created a drama that is intensely human, yet majestic in
its scale and moral vision, an eloquent tribute to the en-
durance and dignity of the human spirit.

The next meeting of the book group will be on Sunday, May 17, at
6:30 pm at the home of Joan Pendergast and Joyce Clawson
(503-241-6471). Enjoy lively conversation and great dessert! Please
call in advance for directions and to let us know you’re coming.
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