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WELCOME!  Welcome! We are glad that you have come to First Immanuel this morning 

to worship God. We welcome people of every race, ethnic background, 

social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation and gender identity. 

  We are a Reconciling In Christ congregation. Together, in our diversity, 

  we seek to embrace the love God offers us in Jesus Christ. 

MASKS  Our worship services and all activities are mask-optional. Those who 

OPTIONAL  wish to wear a mask are welcome to do so, since this is a very effective 

way to prevent infection. The church continues to provide masks, run air 

purifiers, and make hand sanitizer available, and our caring FILC 

physicians continue to encourage vaccination for everyone.  

HOLY  You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in 

COMMUNION  Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. We are prepared and worthy 

  to receive the sacrament when we come with a believing heart, trusting   

  that God’s love is for us. 

NURSERY  We encourage children to participate with their families in the worship 

service. We have a changing table and nursing area downstairs. Please 

ask an usher for directions. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 

INTERIM PASTORS Christine Core & Scott Dunfee 

ASSISTING MINISTER Ryan Traetow 

LECTOR Pat Andeen 

ACOLYTE Katy Drexler 

USHERS Anke Brandstater & Lauren Kim  

COMMUNION PREPARATION Jeannette O’Brien 

COMMUNION BREAD BAKING John Koonce 

CHOIR DIRECTOR Ralph Nelson 

ORGANIST Karl Jurisons 

CAMERA/SOUND TECH Richard Wong 
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First Immanuel Lutheran Church 
1816 NW Irving Street 

Portland, Oregon 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 10 March 2024 

GGAATTHHEERRIINNGG  

 GATHERING MUSIC “Herzlich tut mich verlangen” D. Buxtehude, comp. 

 WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES 

 SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

 CALL TO WORSHIP “As the Sun with Longer Journey” ELW 329 (red book) 

1. As the sun with longer journey melts the winter’s snow and ice, 

with its slowly growing radiance warms the seed beneath the earth, 

may the sun of Christ’s uprising gently bring our hearts to life. 
© 1981 Order of Saint Benedict, admin. Liturgical Press. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  READ 

Pastor: During the season of Lent, we are called to return to God with all our heart. 

Therefore let us be honest with ourselves and with God as we prepare to 

worship. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination… 

Pastor: Gracious God, 

 People: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. Forgive us and 

give us strength to turn from sin and to serve you in newness of life. 

Amen 

Pastor: By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the 

death and resurrection of Christ,  God forgives us all our sins. Almighty 

God, strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life. 

People: Amen 

 Please stand as you are able. 
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 OPENING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” ELW 660 (red book) 

 Refrain: 

  Lift high the cross, 

   the love of Christ proclaim 

  till all the world 

   adore his sacred name. 

 1. Come, Christians, follow 

   where our captain trod, 

  our king victorious, 

   Christ, the Son of God. 

 Refrain 

 2. All newborn servants of the Crucified 

  bear on their brows the    seal of him who died. 

 Refrain 

 3. O Lord, once lifted    on the glorious tree, 

  as thou hast promised, 

   draw us all to thee. 

 Refrain 

 4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

  praise to the  

   Crucified for victory! 

 Refrain © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by 

   permission (CCLI lic. 1767054). 

 APOSTOLIC GREETING  

 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 THE KYRIE  SING: P. 138, ELW (red book) 

 Assistant: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 People: Lord, have mercy. 

 Assistant: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 People: Lord, have mercy. 

 Assistant: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 People: Lord, have mercy. 

 Assistant: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 People: Lord, have mercy. 

 Assistant: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 People: Amen 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 



 3 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY     

 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 People: God of all times and places, through Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross, 

you opened the path to eternal life. Grant that we may joyfully serve 

you in newness of life, and faithfully walk in your holy ways; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
   From Book of Common Worship, edited, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press. 

WWOORRDD 

 CHOIR ANTHEM “God So Loved the World” John Stainer, comp. 

 THE FIRST LESSON  Numbers 24:1-9 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they 

whine and grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. 

God punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides 

a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 
    From Sundays & Seasons 2024, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

 Lector: Word of God, word of life. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 THE SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 2:1-10 

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of 

grace in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. 

Thus our good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 
    From Sundays & Seasons 2024, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

 Lector: Word of God, word of life. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  SING: P. 142, ELW (red book) 

Return to the Lord, your God, 

for God is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and abounding in steadfast love. 
  From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

 People: Glory to you, O God.



 THE GOSPEL  John 3:14-21 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader Nicodemus, 

Jesus refers to the scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. 

Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were healed, 

so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross.  
    From Sundays & Seasons 2024, © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. 

 Pastor: This is the Gospel of our God. 

 People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 CHILDREN’S TIME  

 THE SERMON  Pastor Christine Core 

 HYMN OF THE DAY “What Wondrous Love Is This”  ELW 666 (red book)

 1. What wondrous love is this, 

  O my soul, O my soul! 

  What wondrous love is this, 

   O my soul! 

  What wondrous love is this 

  that caused the Lord of bliss 

  to bear the dreadful curse 

  for my soul, for my soul, 

  to bear the dreadful curse 

   for my soul? 

 2. When I was sinking down, 

  sinking down, sinking down, 

  when I was sinking down, 

   sinking down, 

  when I was sinking down 

  beneath God’s righteous frown, 

  Christ laid aside his crown 

  for my soul, for my soul, 

  Christ laid aside his crown 

   for my soul. 

 3. To God and to the Lamb 

  I will sing, I will sing; 

  to God and to the Lamb 

   I will sing; 

  to God and to the Lamb 

  who is the great I AM, 

  while millions join the theme, 

  I will sing, I will sing; 

  while millions join the theme, 

   I will sing. 

 4. And when from death I’m free, 

  I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

  and when from death I’m free, 

   I’ll sing on; 

  and when from death I’m free, 

  I’ll sing God’s love for me, 

  and through eternity 

  I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

  and through eternity 

   I’ll sing on. © Public domain. 
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 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Assistant: As we seek in this Lenten time to grow in our faith, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need. 

After each petition… 

 Assistant: Lord, in your mercy, 

 People: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude… 

 Pastor: Receive our prayers, O merciful God, and lead us in your way of life. 

 People: Amen 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 SHARING THE PEACE 

 Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 People: And also with you. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 GATHERING OF GIFTS      “Adagio” W.A. Mozart, comp. 

 SETTING THE TABLE  ELW 186 (red book) 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free spirit. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 Assistant: Let us pray. Gracious God, 

 People: we come to your table with gifts of heart and hand. Fill us with your love 

so that our lives may bear fruit for your world; through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. Amen 
 From Sundays & Seasons 2003, © 2002 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  SING: P. 144, ELW (red book) 

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

 People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 

 People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 Pastor: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.… 

  …to whom be honor and glory, now and forever. 

 People: Amen 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  READ 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Taste and see that the Lord is good. Welcome to the Lord’s table. 

All are welcome at Christ’s table, where the risen Christ is present to strengthen us 

to share in God’s loving purposes for the world. The ushers will direct you to 

the altar rail. The glasses in the center of the communion tray contain grape juice 

for those who wish it. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the pastor. 

To receive a pastoral blessing instead of the bread and wine, simply fold your hands. 

 LAMB OF GOD     SING: P. 146 ELW (red book) 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 
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 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 1 “Broken in Love”  

This is my body, broken in love; 

take it and eat and remember me. 

This is my blood, poured out in love; 

take it and drink and remember me. 

For love is willing ev’ry day 

to die in order to live, 

and love is patient for a way 

to share the gifts that I give. 
 © 1991 Prince of Peace Publishing, admin. Changing Church, Inc. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054). 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 2   “Now the Silence” ELW 460 (red book)

Now the silence 

Now the peace 

Now the empty hands uplifted 

Now the kneeling 

Now the plea 

Now the Father’s arms in welcome 

Now the hearing 

Now the pow’r 

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

Now the body 

Now the blood 

Now the joyful celebration 

Now the wedding 

Now the songs 

Now the heart forgiven leaping 

Now the Spirit’s visitation 

Now the Son’s epiphany 

Now the Father’s blessing 

Now Now Now 
   © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. 

  Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054). 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 3  “Here Is Bread”  ELW 483 (red book)

 1. Here is bread, here is wine, 

  Christ is with us, he is with us. 

  Break the bread, taste the wine, 

  Christ is with us here. 

 Refrain: 

  In this bread there is healing, 

  in this cup is life forever. 

  In this moment, by the Spirit, 

  Christ is with us here. 

 2. Here is grace, here is peace, 

  Christ is with us, he is with us. 

  Know his grace, find his peace, 

  feast on Jesus here. 

 Refrain 

 3. Here we are, joined in one,  

  Christ is with us, he is with us. 

  We’ll proclaim till he comes 

  Jesus crucified. 

 Refrain 
© 1991 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western 

Hemisphere. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 4 “Jesus, Remember Me” ELW 616 (red book)  

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 
 © 1981 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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 BLESSING 

Pastor: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of Christ’s body and blood 

 strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

People: Amen   © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Assistant: Let us pray. Compassionate God, 

People: your Son welcomed sinners and ate with them. We give you thanks for 

the forgiveness and grace we have received in this meal. Make us signs of 

your love, that all the world may know your mercy and blessing; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

SENDING 

 BENEDICTION 

Pastor: May Almighty God, Creator, Redeemer  and Sustainer, bless you and keep 

you, now and forever. 

People: Amen 

 CLOSING HYMN “O God of Mercy, God of Light” ELW 714 (red book)

 1. O God of mercy, God of light, 

  in love and mercy infinite, 

  teach us, as ever in your sight, 

  to live our lives in you. 

 2. You sent your Son to die for all, 

  that our lost world 

   might hear your call; 

  oh, hear us lest we stray and fall! 

  We rest our hope in you. 

 5. In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

  may we each other’s burdens share; 

  may we, where help is needed, there 

  give help as though to you. 

 5. And may your Holy Spirit move 

  all those who  live to live in love, 

  till you receive in heav’n above 

  all those who live in you. 
 © Public domain. 

 SENDING 

 Assistant: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 ORGAN POSTLUDE “O Lamm Gottes unschuldig” J. Pachelbel, comp. 
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F I R S T  I M M A N U E L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

“A Welcoming Community Centered in Christ’s Love, 

Joyfully Reaching Out Together” 

1816 NW Irving Street, Portland, Oregon 97209 

Phone: 503/226-3659 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 AM―5 PM 

www.firstimmanuelluth.org 

office@firstimmanuelluth.org 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Every Member of First Immanuel 

Interim Pastors: Christine Core & Scott Dunfee 

Congregation President: James Bash 

Office Manager: Debbie Rehn 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

James Bash, President 

Chia Stockwell, Vice President 

Bobbi Varnes, Vice President 

Jeannette O’Brien, Secretary 

Martha Driessnack 

Kevin Kindschuh 

Lauren Kim 

Tyrell Servo 

Chris Weiss 

Jim Wick 

Maddie Wiens 

Leslie Wong 

Kent Fredrickson, Treasurer 

http://www.firstimmanuelluth.org/
mailto:office@firstimmanuelluth.org
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Note: For live links, please see our weekly e-news or website 

Lenten Midweek Worship 
Holden Evening Prayer in person, Thursdays at 6:30 PM 

During Lent, join us as we gather at church on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30 PM in the sanctuary to sing the 
beautiful  Holden Evening Prayer service. Pastor 
Christine and Pastor Scott will share readings on the 
theme of "Transitions in Our Lives." Please join us in 
person (Zoom is unavailable). 

 Kids and Youth, next Sunday’s for you! 
Join us at 10 AM 

Join us at 10 AM for friends, fun and learning! We meet 
next Sunday, March 17. In April and May, we’ll meet on 
the first and third Sundays (April 7 and 21, May 5 and 
19). We have two classes: a youth group and a class for 

the younger kids. Can't wait to see you! 

Adult Forum, Sundays 9:30-10:30 AM 
How to Know a Person: The Art of Seeing Others Deeply 

and Being Deeply Seen by David Brooks 

Today we finish this brand new book by David Brooks. One skill lies at 
the heart of any healthy person or society: the ability to accurately know 
another person, to let them feel valued, heard, and understood. This 
book explores the profoundly creative act of seeing another person―a 
way to grow personally, grow in Christian community and outreach, and 
grow the understanding and trust so much needed in our conflicted 
society. 

Adult Forum will take a break until after Easter, when we start a new study (to be 
determined) on Sunday, April 7. Join us on Sundays in Sodergren library or live via Zoom at 
this NEW Zoom link, Meeting ID: 993 6441 5673, Passcode: 069629. 

https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=927b58550b&e=e666843473
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Palm Sunday, March 24: Worship at 11 AM 

We begin worship recalling the story of Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem, where He was greeted by people 
cheering and waving palm branches. This first part 
of the service reminds us all that we welcome Jesus 
into our hearts and are willing to follow him. 
Worship begins with a processional and the waving 
of palms. The Passion story will be told in a dramatic reading. 

Maundy Thursday, March 28: Worship at 7 PM 

The word “Maundy” is a shorter form of the Latin word mandatum, meaning “command.” 
On Thursday of Christ’s final week before his crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus washed the 
feet of the disciples and shared a Passover supper. Jesus commanded his disciples by 
saying, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another” (John 13:34). Jesus’ act of kneeling before his 
disciples to wash their feet was an extraordinary display of humility. In the same way, you 
and a partner are invited to come forward to symbolically wash each other’s feet or hands 
during worship. One of the pastors will be available if you wish to participate but need a 
partner. 

Good Friday, March 29: Worship at 7 PM 

This day has traditionally been observed as a day of sorrow, penance and fasting. It is the 
day we commemorate the crucifixion of Jesus and His death on the cross at Calvary. For us, 
it is a day of powerful mourning and reflection as we contemplate the meaning of Christ’s 
death. Good Friday is also a day of hope and new beginnings. We are reminded that even 
in the gravest of times, there is hope. Jesus’ death on a cross was not the end, but a 
beginning, the beginning of something new. Join us for this solemn Tenebrae service. 

Easter Sunday, March 31: Worship at 11 AM 

“Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her, ablaze with light from her eternal Ruler, 
let all corners of the earth be glad, knowing an end to gloom and darkness.” 

The Proclamation of Easter. On this joyous day, we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. 

Enjoy a light breakfast in Fellowship Hall starting at 9:30, and the children's egg hunt at 
10:30. Festive worship includes Choir, instrumental musicians, and the "Hallelujah 
Chorus”—if you’d like to sing Handel’s great masterpiece, join them in the choir loft right 
after Holy Communion (music is provided). We will also construct the Cross of Flowers this 
day. Bring a blossom or two to help fill it with beauty. 



 12 

Planning a simple Easter Breakfast & Egg Hunt 

Please join your FILC friends for a continental 
Easter breakfast anytime from 9:30-10:45 AM in 
Fellowship Hall on March 31. We are keeping it 
simple this year with a light breakfast of baked 
goods, eggs, bagels, fruit, coffee, juice―and great 
company. If you can help with food or 
setup/cleanup, please contact Tammy VanDeGrift 
(tammy.vandegrift@gmail.com). At 10:30 AM, rain 
or shine, children are invited to participate in the 

Easter egg hunt. We hope to see you for these gatherings before the Easter worship 
service.  

―FILC Congregational Life Team 

Help Decorate the Sanctuary with Easter Lilies 

If you’d like to donate Easter lilies to decorate the sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday, please be in touch with Kevin Kindschuh or look for 
the signup sheet today in Fellowship Hall. Thanks! 

Putt Putt Golf and Popcorn to Support Our Youth! 
Sunday, April 7, following worship 

Join us during coffee hour following worship on 
April 7 for a round or two of Putt Putt Golf on the 
famous course constructed by mini-golf course 
mastermind James Bash. The course includes a 
working windmill, sand traps, water hazards, and 
artificial turf! Yummy snacks will be on the table, 
including Pastor Christine’s FAMOUS Chocolate 
Chip Cookies. A dozen cookies will go home with 
the golfer who scores lowest. 

A free will offering will support our youth who 
are going to the National Youth Gathering in July. 

"Other than speed and direction, it was a good putt!"  Anonymous 

mailto:tammy.vandegrift@gmail.com
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Be a Lift UP Souper-Hero! 

Join the League of Souper-Heroes! Recent winter storms have 
highlighted the critical need for basic nourishment like soup in our 
community. A single can of soup is more than a meal; it's a gesture of 
warmth and care toward those who need it most. Your generosity is 
the superpower that fuels this mission. Beyond just feeding the 
hungry, it provides hope, nourishment, and a sense of community.  

Canned Soups: Brimming with nutrition and variety 
Boxed Soups: Perfect for sharing and easy to store 
Low-Sodium Soups: For healthier options 
Ramen Cups: For a quick, comforting fix 

Bring your soup donations to the basket at FILC church entrance, or donate online at Lift 
Urban Portland...every $10 equals five cans of soup. Thanks for your support! 

Altar flowers needed! 

It’s easy and a great way to honor God’s gift of natural beauty. 
Sign up on the flower chart in Fellowship Hall, or contact Debbie 
(503-226-3659, debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org) with your 
preferred date and any special dedication. Bring flowers on the 
Sunday you select. After worship, take your flowers home or leave 
them for the pastors to share with others on home visits. Thanks to a special gift, you can 
be reimbursed for your flower purchase, if you wish―contact Debbie for details. We hope 
to see a lively and vibrant altar space for everyone, whether in-person or Zoom! 

Can you help with coffee time? 

It's easy! Just bring some cookies or simple treats, your choice. Make 
two pots of coffee; the creamer/sugar are ready to go. Paper napkins 
and cups make clean-up super easy; just wash the coffee pots and a 
few utensils. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board next to the 
kitchen in Fellowship Hall. You can also help by donating shelf-stable 

cookies and juice boxes or ground coffee. Thanks for pitching in! 

First Immanuel YouTube Recordings 

Have you visited our FILC YouTube channel? Most every week our 
worship services are recorded and posted on YouTube for viewing 
at any time. It’s a whole new frontier of outreach! 

https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=ba3c54ddf0&e=e666843473
mailto:debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org
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