
Dear friends, 

It seems that fear is the defining mood of our time. Watching cable news is like simmering in a soup of 

anxiety. A Lutheran pastor wrote recently, “We’re afraid of guns, of our guns being taken; we’re afraid 

of our enemies; of our cousins who cancelled out our votes; of brown bodies, black bodies, Muslim 

bodies; of police, of Democrats, of Republicans, of Christians, of non-Christians; of the fact that our 

Christian churches are dwindling; we are afraid of men, of women who will tell on men, of telling the 

truth, of un-truth and fake news…and what it all boils down to, it seems, is that we are most afraid of 

each other.” (Pastor Bekki Lohrmann) 

 Sadly, fear makes our hearts constricted, makes our lives smaller. Fear erodes the human 

connections between us and weakens our communities. Fear causes us to feel paralyzed, or leads us to 

lash out at our enemies. Fear is a dead end. 

 Jesus invites us to live with trust rather than fear…to 

put our trust in God’s promise of life and blessing. Put our 

trust in God’s powerful love and mercy. Put our trust in 

God’s gracious providing and care. Trust in God is able to 

set us free from the stranglehold of fear, free to live boldly 

as God’s people.  

 Our First Immanuel Stewardship Committee has chosen 

the theme of “Fear Not” to inspire our reflections this fall 

as we renew our financial commitments to God’s church. 

We are a “fear-not” congregation! We give thanks for the 

strong promise of God that raises our vision beyond our 

cultural myopia so that we can live joyfully, generously, 

confidently. 

 In so many Bible stories, the first words spoken by an 

angelic visitor are: “Do not be afraid!” It suggests that, in the Bible, the appearance of an angel is 

genuinely unsettling, even frightening. But the angel always invites God’s people to see beyond 

appearances, to recognize God’s good and gracious promise. How might that angelic invitation help us 

live faithfully as God’s people? 

 As our stewardship emphasis begins this month, I invite you to reflect prayerfully on how you have 

experienced God’s abundant mercy and goodness. How do those gifts shape how you view your life, 

your possessions, your purpose? I pray you will experience the pledge commitment process this year as 

an opportunity to contemplate God’s gracious providing for you, and ponder how trusting God to 

continue to provide might make you bold to be part of God’s great work of love to heal and renew God’s 

beloved world. 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Aaron 

 


