
Dear partners in Christ, 

Usually summertime is much quieter than the rest of the year. Choir, Sunday School and Adult Forum 

are all taking a much-deserved break. Families—including our own—take time away for vacation. 

Church Council even takes a break during July, enjoying fellowship and a BBQ instead of a regular 

business meeting. But this year is different. First Immanuel has been a hive of activity. 

 Congregational leaders have been evaluating bids for replacing the roof on Sodergren Hall. After 

years of patching leaks in order to postpone the big expense of a new roof, it became clear that action 

was needed now. Fortunately, the bequest from Waldo and Ellen Johnson will allow us to move ahead 

with this big (and costly) project. Members of Property Committee and Church Council have been 

reviewing multiple options in order to select the best and most cost-effective solution. Be sure to 

attend the congregational meeting on August 4 to approve the contract! 

 Members of the Choir, Bell Choir and Council, together with a friend of the congregation, have 

been redecorating the Assembly Room in Sodergren Hall. What was a dingy, unattractive room filled 

with junk is now becoming a beautiful multipurpose room for meetings, choir rehearsals, Sunday 

School openings and more. Thank you to everyone who had a hand in the effort—from planning 

through completion—to make our space an even more booming ministry center! 

 At our May Leadership Retreat, we identified facilitating difficult conversations without divisiveness 

as an important way we can grow our Christian witness to the inclusive love of God. A number of 

members who attended the Leadership Retreat have been meeting to work on a congregation-wide  

initiative to learn about race and racism. By learning about one of the most powerful, painful and 

confusing forces in American society, we hope to expand our capacity to serve God’s desire to bring 

healing to the human family. 

 In addition, we had a great week of Vacation Bible School in June, the Property Development Task 

Force has begun meeting with an interfaith Affordable Housing Cohort, and Church Council has been 

deepening our relationship with Rose Haven. There are also neighborhood outreach activities, a 

congregational BBQ at the Wildes’ home, and a “Pack and Pint” service event with Lift Urban Portland. 

And, of course, we’ve gathered each week as the community of Jesus to pray and sing our praise to 

God, and to receive God’s gifts through the Word and Holy Communion. 

 As you can tell, there’s a lot going on at First Immanuel this summer. We are a lively community 

whose hands are always ready to serve God’s compassionate and life-giving purposes. 

Wishing you a blessed (and lively) summer! 

Pastor Aaron 


