
Dear friends in Christ, 

December brings busy days to both personal and church calendars. At the same time, 

Advent’s spiritual themes direct us toward waiting, hoping, trusting, and inwardly 

preparing for the birth of Christ. How can we cultivate mindfulness and keep faith at the 

center of Advent? 

 The practice of Advent devotions helps preserve peaceful moments. A quiet prayer 

space, a lighted candle or Advent wreath, and scriptures (see newsletter insert) invite 

God to center our spirits for part of each day. Traditionally the four Advent candles 

represent fruitful themes for reflection: 

 HOPE: The Prophecy Candle honors the prophets, especially Isaiah, who through the 

ages spoke God’s truth for their own day and looked ahead toward the promised 

Messiah. We’re reminded to hope in God and be open to God’s presence through all 

challenges. We wait for the Lord with expectation and eager anticipation.  

 FAITH: The Bethlehem Candle reminds us of Mary and Joseph’s journey to their humble hometown. We too are always 

journeying, and on life’s winding pathways we are never alone. Trusting God’s presence is the essence of Advent faith.  

 JOY: The Shepherds’ Candle reminds us how Christ’s birth was first proclaimed to field workers considered unworthy 

outcasts—and received by them with unqualified joy. We watch, pray and work for the day when all children of God are 

valued and treated with justice. 

 PEACE: The Angels’ Candle reminds us of the heavenly message: “Peace on Earth, good will to all.” As we invite God’s 

peace into our hearts, we also yearn for peace among all people and nations, and we offer ourselves as peacemakers. 

 May hope, faith, joy and peace center our hearts this Advent! In Christ, 

 

Receive God’s gift of saving love in Christmas worship… 

CHRISTMAS EVE, TUESDAY, DEC. 24 

Candlelight Worship with Carols & Holy Communion… 

Family-Friendly Service at 5 p.m. 

Traditional Service at 10 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS DAY, WEDNESDAY, DEC. 25 

Julotta Swedish Service at 7 a.m. 

No Sunday School Dec. 22, Dec. 29 or Jan. 5

Inviting Pledges and Year-End Gifts 
Thank you to everyone who has supported First Immanuel’s ministry during 2019—those who have offered their talents and abilities and 
those who financially supported the work of Christ here. Special thanks to all who are completing your pledged offerings for 2019. Your 
faithful giving helps make First Immanuel a community where God’s love is shared in word and deed. 
 We are pleased to report that we are making progress on reducing the deficit for 2019. We were originally anticipating a $30,000 to 
$35,000 deficit. Due to the generous contributions of a few First Immanuel members, the deficit is now less than $25,000! You can give a 
donation in the Sunday offering plate, or visit our website, www.firstimmanuelluth.org, to make a contribution. To learn about creative 
options such as a stock gift of IRA charitable rollover, contact Bonny Groshong, 503-226-3659.  
 Finally, thank you for pledging your financial support for our shared ministry in 2020. Many of our members dedicated their pledge 
cards on November 10 and 17. So far we have received 44 pledges totaling $146,679. We continue to welcome pledges for 2020. When 
you pledge, it is a huge help to Church Council for budgeting for the coming year. 

James Bash, Congregation President 
 


