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Dear partners in Christ,
Looking ahead through the coming year, we’ll be
hearing a lot from the Gospel of Luke. This is “Year C”
in our three-year lectionary, which means our Sunday
Gospel readings will be taken, for the most part, from
Luke (with a little detour into the Gospel of John
through the Easter season). I thought it might be
useful, then, to explore the Gospel of Luke with you in
order to help you appreciate what is distinctive about
how Luke tells the story of Jesus.
Luke is our source for some of the most well-loved
stories about Jesus, such as his birth in a stable and
the visit by shepherds. Luke is also where we hear
some of Jesus’ most vivid and memorable
parables―the Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan. But
Luke wants to be recognized as more than just a
storyteller. He writes as a historian, employing the
typical conventions of his day for reporting history. He
tells how he has conducted extensive research
because he wants his readers to have confidence in
what they have heard about Jesus. However, Luke’s
objective is much greater than simply writing a
biography of Jesus. He wants his readers to have faith
in Jesus as the final and complete revelation of God’s
love for the human family.
As we work our way through Luke’s story of Jesus,
we’ll come across a number of themes that are close
to Luke’s heart. Among them are:
• Wealth and Poverty―Perhaps more than any
other gospel, Luke emphasizes Jesus’ mission as
“good news for the poor.” Luke wants wealthy
Christians to use their wealth to care for the poor,
and to recognize that hoarding their wealth is
spiritually dangerous.
• Gender and Inclusion―Luke is concerned with
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equality between men and women in the church.
He tells of women disciples who traveled with
Jesus and supported his ministry, as well as Jesus’
special friendships with Mary and Martha. There is
a balance in the stories Luke selects; after telling
about Jesus healing a man, he then tells of healing
a woman. Luke also tells stories of Jesus’
compassion for children, for foreigners and social
outcasts.
• Politics―Luke is a politically aware storyteller who
wants to make his case before the Roman
authorities that Christianity is not a dangerous
religious sect. Instead, Christians contribute to the
stability of society.
• Spirit―Just as the Spirit of God filled Jesus’ life and
work, so Luke wants Christians to realize that the
Spirit is at work in their lives too.
• Following Jesus―Simply “believing” in Jesus isn’t
enough for Luke, who wants Christians to follow
Jesus in his way of loving God and loving
neighbors. Luke emphasizes that Jesus’ way of life
includes compassion for the needy and justice for
the poor, love and forgiveness of enemies, and
welcome for all
people.
I hope you find your
journey through Luke’s
gospel this year to be both
nurturing and stimulating.

Pastor Aaron

Spirituality Book Discussion in Forum…
Free Books―Come when you can
Grounded: Finding God in the World―
A Spiritual Revolution
Sundays at 9:45 in the Library
“Grounded made me love this beautiful world more
deeply and made God’s presence more visible
everywhere I looked.” ―Shauna Niequist
How do we get in touch
with the sacred? Not only
on mountaintop highs,
but even more in daily,
earthly experiences. This
is today’s spiritual
revolution. Join us for a 9week book study to open
our minds and hearts to God’s work each day. Books
are FREE (thanks to a generous endowment grant)
and include a 40-day devotion with prayers and
scriptures on chapter themes. Pick up your book and
join us whenever you can.
Feb. 3: Chapter 4―Roots
Feb. 10: Chapter 5―Home
Feb. 17: Chapter 6―Neighborhood
Feb. 24: Chapter 7―Commons
Mar 3: Conclusion―Revelation
“God is the ground, our grounding…. Soil is holy, water
gives life, the sky opens the imagination, our roots
matter, home is a divine place, and our lives are linked
with our neighbors’ and those around the globe. This
world, not heaven, is the sacred state of our times.”
―Diana Butler Bass
Author Diana Butler Bass is a woman of faith and a
keen observer of culture. She combines the latest
social research with deep knowledge of history and
theology. She weaves together news, trends, data,
pop culture, spiritual texts, ancient traditions, and
stories of her own and others' spiritual journeys. A
prolific author, Bass holds a PhD from Duke University
and is a regular commentator on religion, politics, and
culture for media outlets nationwide.
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First Immanuel Youth invite you to help tackle hunger on
Sunday, Feb. 3, by contributing to the Souper Bowl of
Caring. On Super Bowl Sunday, churches around the
country receive donations to support local ministries to
people in need. Imagine the difference it could make if
millions of people around the country gave a dollar (or
more) to stop hunger! You can be part of the Souper
Bowl of Caring on Feb. 3. Look for our youth with the big
soup pot and help tackle hunger! All gifts will go to LIFT
Urban Portland Food Pantry to feed hungry neighbors in
our Northwest neighborhood.

The Season of Epiphany
Now that we are in the midst of the
Epiphany season, I thought a discussion on
how different churches celebrate the
season might be of interest. The season
starts with the Feast of the Epiphany,
generally celebrated on the 6th of January,
commemorating the arrival of the Magi.
Tradition holds that there were three Magi, stemming
from the fact that only three gifts given to the baby
Jesus were mentioned: frankincense, gold, and myrrh.
The Eve of Epiphany is sometimes referred to as
Twelfth Night. Since 1970, many countries celebrate
the first Sunday in January as Epiphany Sunday.
Eastern Rite churches do not celebrate Epiphany until
January 19, because of the 12-day difference between
the Julian and Gregorian calendars.
Popular Epiphany customs include Epiphany
singing, chalking the door, having one's house blessed,
consuming Three Kings Cake, winter swimming, as
well as attending church services. It is customary for
Christians in many locales to remove their Christmas
decorations on Epiphany Eve (Twelfth Night).
According to the first tradition, those who fail to
remember to remove their Christmas decorations on
Epiphany Eve must leave them untouched until
Candlemas, the second opportunity to remove them;
failure to observe this custom is considered
inauspicious.
For most of us, the Epiphany season goes until Ash
Wednesday, while others end their Epiphany
celebrations on Candlemas (February 2), also known
as the Feast of the Presentation, commemorating the
presentation of Jesus at the temple.
—Karl Jurisons, Worship & Music Committee

Synod Vitality Event—Phase II
Feb. 2, 1-4 p.m. at St. Andrew Lutheran,
12405 SW Butner Road, Beaverton

Interfaith Advocacy Day 2019
“Raising Diverse Voices of Faith to Strengthen
Oregon Communities”

Last April, about a dozen members of First Immanuel
attended a synod-sponsored gathering, one of six held
around the state. These gatherings helped facilitate
conversations around congregation health and vitality here
in Oregon. It was really quite encouraging to have a sense
of who we are all together, the opportunities and
challenges that face congregations, and knowing that none
of us are alone in what we’re experiencing.
This winter, the Oregon Synod is beginning a second
round of gatherings, looking more deeply into the specific
dynamics of our congregation based on our data and
wisdom. In Phase II, we will meet again with members of
other congregations in our area. Our Feb. 2 meeting will be
the first of three gatherings over the next 9 to 12 months.
The agenda includes Biblical grounding, one-to-one
relational work, and in-depth understanding of data tools
(such as vitality surveys, word clouds, visitation feedback,
and ELCA trend reports). Leaders will build relationships,
reduce isolation, and share energy and insight for ministry.
We’ll be ably led by Katy Rustvold and Bonnie BeadlesBohling, who have extensive experience with vitality
surveys and the listening/organizing process.

Monday, March 4, 9 a.m.—4 p.m. in Salem
Morning session and lunch at St. Mark Lutheran, 790
Marion St. NE, Afternoon at the State Capitol

FILC BOOK GROUP
Sunday, March 3, 6:30 p.m.
at the home of Jim & Judy Wick (Lake Oswego)
Join us for stimulating conversation and great dessert.
RSVP, directions: judywick@gmail.com, 503-989-4652.
Selection: Animal Farm by George Orwell
George Orwell's timeless and timely
allegorical novel—a scathing satire on a
downtrodden society’s blind march
towards totalitarianism. A farm is taken
over by its overworked, mistreated
animals. With flaming idealism and stirring
slogans, they set out to create a paradise
of progress, justice, and equality. This
razor-edged fairy tale for grownups
records the evolution from revolution
against tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible. When
Animal Farm was first published in 1945, Stalinist Russia
was seen as its target. Today its message remains
ferociously fresh. “All animals are equal, but some animals
are more equal than others.”
Check your Portland library for a free copy of our May
selection (for our meeting on Sunday, May 5)—Portland's
2019 Everybody Reads selection: Americanah by
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.

There is strength in knowledge and
strength in numbers! Join with others
from around the state to attend issue
briefings and workshops on
advocating for compassionate
legislation on issues such as housing,
hunger, health care, immigration, gun
violence prevention, criminal justice reform, and climate
justice. Then join in a march to the State Capitol, where we
will make our faith voice heard in meetings with our state
legislators. Cost is $20 including lunch and scholarships are
available. Sponsored by Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon—register by Feb. 25. Full details available online
at www.emoregon.org/events. Together we can build a
just, inclusive and hope-filled future for all Oregonians.

Family Winter Shelter now open at NW 17th &
Northrup—Donations, volunteers welcome
Portland Homeless Family
Solutions (the wonderful
organization that ran Goose
Hollow Family Shelter) is now
managing a winter shelter for
families in a donated warehouse
th
at NW 17 and Northrup. It is open every night from 6 p.m.
to 8 a.m., until April 30, serving up to 75 people. A First
Immanuel team is providing dinner and volunteering on
the third Monday evening each month. If interested,
contact Ryan Traetow (rtraetow@yahoo.com). A
background check and two brief orientations are required
for volunteers (but not food donators). Details at
www.pdxhfs.org/shelter—this allows you to volunteer at
any time, in addition to our team’s dates.
The shelter also needs in-kind donations. Blankets are
the highest need (can be gently used). Also needed are:
twin flat sheets (not fitted, gently used okay); pillows and
pillowcases (gently used okay); travel-size toiletries;
tampons; razors; coats (gently used okay, all ages and
sizes); socks and underwear (new only, all ages and sizes);
baby wipes and diapers; cold medicine (adult, child, infant);
first aid items; food―noodle and ramen cups, juice boxes,
granola bars, hot chocolate, chamomile and peppermint
tea, coffee (caffeinated only), cheese sticks, fruit snacks,
apple sauce, oatmeal, honey. Drop off donations at 1150
NW 17th Avenue on Monday, Wednesday or Friday, 5:30-7
p.m. Questions on arrival? Call 503-522-0058. Thank you!

New Parking Lot Available in February!
We’re delighted to
announce that we
have secured
permission to use
another NW parking
lot at key times.
Dave Chown of
Chown Hardware
has graciously
agreed to let us use
two of their parking
areas, beginning
February 1. Here are
the details:
Sunday mornings:
Gravel parking lot behind Mission Theater, 24 spaces
Enter from NW Glisan and 17th, turn south at the
Mission Theater—on weekdays this is the employee
lot for Chown Hardware. (Please do not use Chown
front lot on Flanders for Sundays.)
Thursday evenings, 6-9 p.m. ONLY: Choir members may
use Chown Hardware customer lot
For Thursday evenings only, FILC members may use
the customer spaces in front of Chown Hardware, on
NW Flanders and 16th.
Other great parking options:
• Street parking (Sundays)―On Sundays street parking
is free as meters do not operate. The only exception is
certain Timbers game days.
• Mesher Tools parking lot (Sunday mornings and
Thursday evenings)―corner of NW 17th and Johnson.
Please do not block the doors.
• Miller Paint parking lot (Sunday mornings, Thursday
evenings)—corner of NW 17th and Kearney.

Steeple Update
Final steps appear to be in motion. As of
the newsletter deadline, PGE and Parkin
Electric had scheduled a date at the end
of January to reroute electricity from the
temporary meter to our permanent
meter. At that point, everything will be
completed!
Thank you to everyone who made this huge project
a success! Thank you to all our generous donors, thank
you to everyone serving on Property Committee and
Church Council for overseeing the whole extended
process, and thank you to Waldo and Ellen Johnson,
whose bequest helped fill in the financial gap to
complete the work. Thank you!!!

“It is possible to give
without loving, but it is
impossible to love without
giving.”
―Richard Braunstein
Thank you for giving so
freely of your selves, time,
energy and financial
resources to support God’s
work! Every gift is significant, and every one makes it
possible to reach out in Christian love and service to our
neighborhood and beyond.

Thank You for Your Generosity!
As 2019 approached, your FILC Council was keeping a
close (and concerned) eye on a projected $37,000
deficit. But by the time Dec. 31 rolled around, members
and friends had stepped up to reduce the deficit to only
$8,595! Thank you for your amazing generosity, and for
helping keep First Immanuel’s ministry strong!

DECEMBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Actual pledge giving:
December: $35,213
2018 TOTAL: $224,154

Budgeted pledge giving:
November: $22,422
2018 TOTAL: $269,064

Reporting and Discussion Items.
• Council opened the meeting with devotions using
Grounded: Finding God in the World A Spiritual
Revolution by Diana Butler Bass, the current text for
the Adult Forum.
• Council received reports from the Nominating
Committee, the Property Development Task Force, the
Parking Task Force, and the Outreach Committee.
• In preparation for the Annual Meeting, Council
provided input on the agenda, were reminded to
submit committee reports, and were encouraged to
sign up to help.
• Pastor Aaron will present the constitution revisions
recommended by the Synod at the Annual Meeting.
• Council discussed a number of items related to the
2019 calendar.
• Council agreed to plan a First Immanuel Long-Range
Planning Retreat for this spring.
• May 10-12: Synod Assembly in Eugene.
• Pastor Aaron shared plans and curriculum for VBS.
Council Actions. Council discussed a number of items
included in the 2019 budget, then unanimously
approved the budget, and referred it to the
congregation for approval at the Annual Meeting.

Lynn Akerman, Secretary

Lots of fun in Sunday School!
Sunday School is starting off with a
bang this year! We’ve been learning
Bible stories and doing crafts—and
having a lot of fun. The Pre-K—
Kindergarten class meets in the Blue
Room, with teachers Emily Traetow
and Nancy Matthias. The Elementary class (1st through 5rd
grades) meets in the Green Room with Pastor Aaron.
We begin every Sunday morning at 9:45 a.m. in the
Assembly Room to sing and make music with Ralph Nelson.
Then we’ll move to our classrooms to learn about the
amazing love of God in Jesus. Nursery care for young
children is available with Kim Verser.

Confirmation―What’s in Your Toolbox?
Y2B (“Yes to Baptism”) is the creative
and fun Confirmation program for
middle school youth.
We’ll meet in the First Immanuel
library on Feb. 3 and 17, gathering at
1 p.m. and sharing lunch. This year,
we’re exploring one of the foundation pieces of Lutheran
spirituality, Luther’s Small Catechism. From it, we’re
identifying some of the important tools in our “faith
toolbox” for building a Christian life. For details, talk to
Pastor Aaron.

Upcoming High School Youth Activities
High school youth from First
Immanuel and Spirit of Grace
Church are joining up this year for
fun, food, fellowship, and more.
This month: Sunday, Feb. 10,
7―8:30 p.m., at the home of
youth sponsors Brad and Catherine, to discuss ways to
reduce gun violence. Sunday, Feb. 17, time TBD, to see the
Ruth Bader Ginsburg movie “On the Basis of Sex.” Check
with Pastor Aaron for more information.

First Communion Preparation
Pastor Aaron is planning to lead a
First Communion class for children
who are ready to begin receiving
communion. Instruction will offer
the opportunity for parents and
children to learn together about
God’s gift of grace. Parents are invited to speak with the
pastors if they believe their child is ready to begin receiving
communion. We find that children are often ready to begin
receiving communion by first grade. Children who have
missed the opportunity to participate in previous years are
also welcome.

Sign up now for…

CABIN CAMPING TRIP AT SILVER FALLS STATE
PARK (near Silverton, Oregon)
August 14-18, 2019
2-night, 3-night and 4-night options available
Mark your calendars for a weekend
of fun this summer. First Immanuel
has reserved 10 cabins at beautiful
Silver Falls State Park, near
Silverton, Oregon, and you’re
invited! You can stay just the
weekend (Aug. 16-18) or up to four nights.
Silver Falls is the “crown jewel” of the Oregon State
Parks system, famous for its history and serene natural
beauty, including spectacular waterfalls. Nestled in the
foothills of Oregon’s Cascade Mountains, about 90 minutes
from Portland, it features the Trail of Ten Falls, a moderate
trail which passes a series of breathtaking waterfalls along
a rocky canyon, and descends to a winding creek at the
forest floor. Learn more at
http://oregonstateparks.org/index.cfm
?do=parkPage.dsp_parkPage&parkId=151.
We’ll be “camping lite” in cabins similar to the yurts
we’ve rented before. All cabins have electricity, heat,
locking door, table
and chairs. Each
sleeps 4-5 people on
some combination of
bunk beds, futon
couch or double bed.
Also included are
covered porch and bench, outdoor fire pit and picnic table.
Families and individuals will bring their own food plus the
usual camping necessities (bedding, dishes, etc.). For
details, see http://oregonstateparks.org/?do=reserve.
dspcabinsmyurts.
2-Night Cabin Camping, Friday—Sunday, Aug. 16-18:
Cost for one cabin is $145 for two nights. This includes a
group barbecue dinner on Saturday and s’mores.
3-Night Cabin Camping, Thursday—Sunday, Aug. 1518: Cost for one cabin is $190 for three nights. This
includes a group barbecue dinner on Saturday and s’mores.
4-Night Cabin Camping, Wednesday—Sunday, Aug.
14-18: Cost for one cabin is $230 for four nights. This
includes a group barbecue dinner on Saturday and s’mores.
Full payment will assure your spot. Reservations are
first-come, first-served. Tent camping is also available at a
reduced price. Please contact one of the planners to make
your reservation or with any questions:
Tyrell Servo (tyrell.servo@gmail.com)
Marja Selmann (marja_selmann@comcast.net)
Pastor Melinda (pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org)
—FILC Congregational Life Committee

Electronic Giving is Easy, Try it!

2: Colby Jurgenson
Annamarie Simon
3: Bonny Groshong
Cecilia Larson
Calvin Rasmussen
6: Andrew Couch
Karl Jurisons
8: Essence Bessette
10: Fraser Wick
Les Wierson
13: Deb Frost

14: Lauren Kim
17: Christine Lee
18: Lynn Akerman
22: Ira Pearlman
Sadie Wilde
24: Ron Quiring
Laura Whitehorn
26: Vivian Anderson
Misty Ibsen
27: Emily Pearlman
29: Chuckie Bessette III
18: Lori & Jeff Sackett

Don’t see your special day? Contact Debbie (503/2263659, debbie@firstimmanuellth.org) with your details!

Welcome to our new members!
On January 6, we rejoiced to
receive two new members,
Elizabeth Phillips and Julie Young.
We look forward to sharing
ministry with you, and we ask
God’s blessing on your faith and discipleship each day.
Dear First Immanuel,
Thank you for your support of Lift
Urban Portland and your
December 2018 donation of 526
pounds of food, worth $657.50,
for our food distribution programs.
Donations like yours help to defray our costs so
that we can: put food directly in the hands of those
who need it; support education about how to prepare
food in healthy ways; and strengthen community ties
through programs like Supper Club, which brings
together groups of residents to cook and eat a
communal meal.
Thank you for helping our community. We deeply
appreciate your support.
With great thanks,
Susan Milstein
Lift Urban Portland

We do so many transactions online―have you
considered giving to First Immanuel
electronically? Online giving is convenient for
members and provides much-needed consistency
for our congregation’s cash flow.
• Visit our website at www.firstimmanuelluth.org
• Click the Online Giving button―you’ll be
directed to Vanco Services’ secure site
• Make a one-time gift or set up recurring
donations via credit card, checking or savings
account―you decide amount and frequency
• Special gifts like building fund or memorials can
be designated
• Profile can be saved for future transactions
•Feel great that you are supporting God’s work

Love to chat over coffee? Love fresh flowers?
Coffee hour is a great opportunity to
welcome guests and catch up with church
friends―and plenty of dates are open for
hosting! All that’s needed are willing
hands to make coffee, set out trays, and
keep things flowing. Call Bonny Groshong (503-2263659) or sign up in Fellowship Hall.
Want to grace our altar with flowers
for Sunday worship? Just sign up in
Fellowship Hall. Debbie, our office
manager, will get in touch to ask if you
have a dedication you’d like in the bulletinin
memory of a loved one, to celebrate a special day, or
just to God’s glory. Bring two bouquets or potted
plantssimple is fine. Vases are provided, or you can
bring your own. Call Debbie (503-226-3659) for
details. Thank you!

EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer is a powerful gift connecting
us with God and one another. We
invite you to join the Prayer Chain
ministry, either by sharing a
concern or making our weekly email requests a part of
your devotional life. If you have prayer requests or
updates, please send them to Suzanne Nelson at
firstimmanuelprayers@gmail.com by Monday evening
each week. To join the group, also contact Suzanne.
Sincere thanks to ALL our members and friends who
share God’s love and healing strength through this
ministry!

February 2019 at First Immanuel
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

3

4

5

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Coffee Hr.
1 PM Confirmation Class @
FILC
8 PM AA

8:30 AM Showers
1 PM RH Bloom

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing
6 PM Executive
Committee

10

11

12

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Coffee Hr.
8 PM AA

8:30 AM Showers
1 PM RH Staff
Self Care

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing
6 PM Council

17

18

19

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Coffee Hr.
12:30 PM Parking
Task Force
1 PM Confirmation Class @
FILC
8 PM AA

6 PM 3rd Monday
Team @ Family
Shelter

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing
6 PM Worship &
Music Committee

6
12:30 PM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

13
8:30 AM Lift UP
Harvest Share
12:30 PM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

20
8:30 AM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

7

8

9 AM Lift UP Dev.
Committee
8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

14

15

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

21

22

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

Office Closed

24

25

26

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Coffee Hr.
8 PM AA

8:30 AM Showers
1 PM RH Bloom

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing

27
8:30 AM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

28
8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

1 PM Synod
Vitality Event @
St. Andrew LC,
Beaverton

9
3 PM Shabbat
School

16

23
3 PM Shabbat
School

