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Dear partners in Christ,
This year we have a very special opportunity to
celebrate the Feast of Epiphany on Sunday, January
6. We’ll revive the ancient tradition of Epiphany
house blessing, and everyone who comes to worship
will take home a gift kit to bless the place where they
live.
Matthew writes that when the magi, or wise ones,
saw the shining star stop overhead, they were filled
with joy. “On entering the house, they saw the child
with Mary his mother.” (Matthew 2:10-11)
In our own homes, whether we live in a single
room, apartment, or shared house, we meet Christ in
relationships with
family and friends,
visitors and strangers.
Even when we’re alone,
we are never without
God’s company. In the
home, faith is shared
and nurtured and put
into action. Enjoying
the gift of a home, we
are empowered to reach out so that all can be
sheltered.
The miracle of Christmas is that God’s love
reached right into where we live, as God came to live
with us in Jesus. God still does live with us, infusing
each day with God’s Holy Spirit and gifts of hope,
strength, wisdom, courage, and so much more. When
we are most at home, and most ourselves, we most
deeply realize the wonder that God loves us just as
we are.
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On Epiphany it is traditional to write an inscription
with chalk above the main entrance to dwelling. This
year it will read: 20 + C M B + 19. The numbers
change with each new year. The three letters stand

for the ancient Latin blessing Christe mansionem
benedicat, which means “Christ, bless this house.”
They also represent the legendary names of the three
magi: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar.
Whenever we see the inscription, we will
remember that God’s love and help are always with
us. God’s compassion guides the complexities of living
as family, and God blesses us through the many
changes that accompany the passing years and
seasons of life. As we begin 2019, there could be no
better message to center us and bring hope.
In Christ,

Pastor Melinda

Annual Meeting of
First Immanuel Congregation—
Sunday, January 27, 2019
after worship, in Fellowship Hall

New Book Discussion in Forum…
Free Books, Join us!
Grounded: Finding God in the World―
A Spiritual Revolution
Sundays at 9:45 in the Library, starting Jan. 6
“Grounded made me love this beautiful world more
deeply and made God’s presence more visible
everywhere I looked.” ―Shauna Niequist
How do we get in
touch with the
sacred? Not only on
mountaintop highs,
but even more in
daily, earthly
experiences. This is
today’s spiritual
revolution. Join us
for a 9-week book study to open our minds and hearts
to God’s work each day. Books are FREE (thanks to a
generous endowment grant) and include a 40-day
devotion with prayers and scriptures on chapter
themes. Pick up your book on Jan. 6 and join us!
Jan. 6:
Jan. 13:
Jan. 20:
Jan. 27:
Feb. 3:
Feb. 10:
Feb. 17:
Feb. 24:
Mar 3:

Introduction: Genesis (books distributed)
Chapter 1―Dirt
Chapter 2―Water
Chapter 3―Sky
Chapter 4―Roots
Chapter 5―Home
Chapter 6―Neighborhood
Chapter 7―Commons
Conclusion―Revelation

“God is the ground, our grounding…. Soil is holy, water
gives life, the sky opens the imagination, our roots
matter, home is a divine place, and our lives are linked
with our neighbors’ and those around the globe. This
world, not heaven, is the sacred state of our times.”
―Diana Butler Bass
Author Diana Butler Bass is a woman of faith and a
keen observer of culture. She combines the latest
social research with deep knowledge of history and
theology. She weaves together news, trends, data,
pop culture, spiritual texts, ancient traditions, and
stories of her own and others' spiritual journeys. A
prolific author, Bass holds a PhD from Duke University
and is a regular commentator on religion, politics, and
culture for media outlets nationwide.

“Brightest and Best…”
One of my favorite hymns for the
Epiphany season is “Brightest and Best
of the Start of the Morning” (ELW 303). It
was written in 1811 by the Anglican
bishop Reginal Heber (1783-1826), who
wrote 57 hymns, including “Holy, Holy,
Holy” (ELW 413).
“Brightest and Best” has a flowing
tune that is very lovely, and its text contains lots of
striking imagery, with images of light in the first
stanza, such as brightest, morning, dawn, star, and
horizon. We sing of the star that led the wise men to
the baby Jesus…“where our infant Redeemer is laid.”
The second stanza continues with more evocative
words, referring to Jesus’ birth in a cattle stall, the
angels that surrounded him, and his cradle shining
with dewdrops. The third asks what we can offer him
in devotion, alluding to frankincense, gold, and myrrh,
and then responds positively―though we have no
opulent gifts, we can give Christ our “heart’s
adoration” and prayers. Amen!
—James Bash, Worship & Music Committee

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM!

Thank you to everyone who helped make our
Christmas program so much fun—children, parents,
and Sunday School teachers. “God’s Dream Will Come
True” was written by Pastor Aaron. Thank you to our
readers and narrators: Luke and Sean Belt, Cate
Bikales, Andrew Couch, and Emily Drexler. Thank you
to Ralph Nelson and all the parents who helped keep
things organized, and to all the children who helped
share the Christmas story!

FIRST IMMANUEL CORE VALUES
Spiritual Life  Friendly Community 
Acceptance & Diversity  Tradition & Heritage 
Music & Worship  Growing in Faith 
Family Focus  Serving & Volunteering

New Member Sunday is January 6
We will receive new members
into First Immanuel
congregation on Sunday,
January 6. If you would like to
be included, please get in
touch with Pastor Melinda
(pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org, 503-2263659). New members join through the Affirmation of
Baptism, a meaningful ritual during Sunday worship.
We say “yes” to our Baptism and to the presence of
God in our lives, and we claim First Immanuel as our
home base for the daily ministry each of us does in
Christ’s name. We welcome you!

FILC BOOK GROUP
Sunday, Jan. 6 (note new date), 6:30 p.m.,
at the home of Lynn & Mike Akerman (Beaverton)
Join us for good fellowship, conversation and yummy
dessert. Please be in touch for directions and to let us
know you’re coming: mlakerman@gmail.com.
Selection: The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down
by Anne Fadiman
First published in 1997, The Spirit
Catches You and You Fall Down
explores the clash between a small
county hospital in California and a
refugee family from Laos over the care
of Lia Lee, a Hmong child diagnosed
with severe epilepsy. Lia’s parents and
her doctors both wanted what was
best for Lia, but the lack of
understanding between them led to tragedy. Winner
of multiple awards. The current edition, published for
the book’s fifteenth anniversary, includes author
reflections and updates on the major characters.

Save the Date for Cabin Camping!
August 14-18, 2019 at Silver Falls State Park
Our annual FILC camping trip has been
booked! We’ve reserved 10 cabins in a
lovely wooded loop at Silver Falls State
Park near Silverton, Oregon. Dates are
August 14-18, 2019, and you’ll have the
option of a 2-day, 3-day, or 4-day stay. Costs range from
$145 to $230. Save the dates and watch for details, or
contact Marja Selmann (marja_selmann@comcast.net) or
Tyrell Servo (tyrell.servo@gmail.com).

Annual Meeting on January 27
Please mark your calendars to attend
our congregational assembly after
worship on Sunday, January 27. The
Annual Meeting is when we make
decisions about the kind of ministry
we will share in the coming year.
Your participation is important for
making ministry plans for our future. We will:
• Elect members to serve on Church Council, Audit
Committee, Nominating Committee and
Endowment Committee
• Elect our congregation president
• Approve a budget for 2019
• Receive reports from our pastors, committees,
officers and council
We’ll also hear a special report about how we
completed repairing our steeple, with appreciation to
everyone who helped make it happen!
Annual Reports will be available for you to pick up
in late January.
We will share a potluck lunch. If your last name
begins with A-L, please bring a salad. If it begins with
M-Z, please bring a hot dish. Can you help with setting
up before the meeting, or cleaning up afterward?
Please contact Bonny or Debbie at the church office
(503-226-3659).

CELEBRATION THE LGBTQ COMMUNITY
Community Worship Service and Potluck Dinner
Sunday, January 27, 4–6 p.m.
Salt & Light Lutheran Church, 5431 NE 20th Avenue,
Portland, Oregon 97204
You’re invited to a wonderful
event celebrating the LGBTQIA
community, hosted by
ReconcilingWorks NW! Enjoy
an inclusive worship service
with fantastic music, followed by a potluck dinner.
This annual event for the whole Portland Metro area
and SW Washington gives us a chance to deepen our
community, strengthen our faith, and kindle our hope.
ReconcilingWorks NW supports ELCA Lutheran
communities in Oregon and SW Washington that
publicly welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender believers, and works for policies to
include all people, regardless of sexual orientation or
gender identity. The event will be ASL interpreted.
Hope to see you there!

Inviting Pledges and Year-End Gifts
First Immanuel is a “Fear Not” congregation! Thank
you for your bold and generous sharing in Christ’s
work, especially those who are completing your
pledged offerings for 2018. Your faithful giving helps
make First Immanuel a community where God’s love
is shared in word and deed.
Thank you also for considering a 2018 year-end
gift. The Council is monitoring an anticipated $37,000
deficit for the present year. To date, we’ve received
about $15,000 in year-end gifts, which is a great start.
You can give a donation in the Sunday offering plate,
or visit our website, www.firstimmanuelluth.org, to
make a contribution. To learn about creative options
such as a stock gift or IRA charitable rollover, contact
Bonny Groshong, 503-226-3659.
Finally, thank you for pledging your financial
support for our shared ministry for 2019. So far we
have received 58 pledges totaling approximately
$181,000. We continue to welcome pledges for 2019.
When you pledge, it is a huge help for Council in
budgeting for the coming year.

―James Bash, Congregation President

Steeple Update
Our sanctuary looks so
beautiful now! Thank you
to all our generous donors
who helped us accomplish
a job that seemed
impossibly huge. Thank
you to everyone serving
on Property Committee
and Church Council for
overseeing the whole
extended process. And
thank you to Waldo and
Ellen Johnson, whose
bequest helped fill in the
financial gap to complete
the work. As of the
newsletter deadline, we’re still waiting for PGE to
authorize power to be switched from the temporary
meter to our permanent meter, and in a few days, the
rain gutter should go up over the entrance. Then all
the work will be completed! Hooray!

A New Year’s thought: “So
never lose an opportunity of
urging a practical beginning,
however small, for it is
wonderful how often in such
matters the mustard-seed
germinates and roots itself.”
―Florence Nightingale
Thank you for giving so
freely of your selves, time, energy and financial
resources to support God’s work! Every gift is significant,
and every one makes it possible to reach out in Christian
love and service to our neighborhood and beyond. The
Council is currently busy preparing a budget for 2019,
and your pledges are welcome at any time. Please
attend the Annual Meeting on January 27 to vote on the
proposed plan for spending.

DECEMBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Actual pledge giving:
Budgeted pledge giving:
November: $19,097
November: $22,422
2018 TOTAL: $188,941
2018 TOTAL: $246,642
Reporting and Discussion Items.
• The Property Committee has removed the burned trees,
is preparing the site for the new shed, and has received a
bid for $37,000 to replace the Sodergren Hall roof.
• The Parking Task Force shared details of the city’s plans
for parking in NW, their impact on First Immanuel, and
creative solutions the task force is pursuing.
• The Nominating Committee reported on their
preparations for the Annual Meeting.
• The $500 food drive challenge grant check from Synod
was sent directly to Lift Urban Portland.
• Council received an update on pledges and year-end
giving.
• Council continued its work on the 2019 budget, which
still must be approved at the Annual Meeting on January
27.
• Council discussed Annual Meeting duties and the agenda.
Council Actions.
• Council passed a motion to disperse $90,352 from the
Waldo Johnson bequest to cover: deficit monies already
paid to RJR Construction for the steeple project, RJR’s
upcoming final bill, the Property Development Task Force
account deficit, and HVAC repairs for Sodergren Hall.
• Council passed a motion to authorize the Property
Development Task Force to submit an application to the
Bureau of Planning and Sustainability’s pilot program
offering predevelopment services for affordable housing
on faith community-owned sites.

Lynn Akerman, Secretary

Sunday School starts again on January 6!
Our Sunday School is a wonderful
time for singing, playing hand
chimes, hanging out with friends,
and learning about God’s powerful
love. We begin every Sunday
morning at 9:45 a.m. in the
Assembly Room to sing and make music with Ralph
Nelson. Then we’ll move to our classrooms to learn
about the amazing love of God in Jesus. Nursery care for
young children is available with Kim Verser.
The Pre-K / Kindergarten class meets in the Blue
Room with teachers Nancy Matthias and Emily Traetow.
The Elementary class (1st through 5rd grades) meets in
the Green room with Pastor Aaron.

Confirmation―What’s in Your Toolbox?
Y2B (“Yes to Baptism”) is the creative
and fun Confirmation program we
share with two nearby Lutheran
congregations, St. James and Zion.
We enjoy good food, learning new
things, new friendships, and lots of fun.
We’ll meet at First Immanuel on Jan. 6 and 20, in the
library, gathering at 1 p.m. and sharing lunch. This year,
we’re exploring one of the foundation pieces of
Lutheran spirituality, Luther’s Small Catechism. From it,
we’re identifying some of the important tools in our
“faith toolbox” for building a Christian life. For details,
talk to Pastor Aaron.

Upcoming High School Youth Activities
High school youth from First
Immanuel and Spirit of Grace
Church are joining up this year
for fun, food, fellowship, and
more. We meet on Sunday
evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Check with Pastor Aaron for January meeting dates.

Renewing Background Checks for
Volunteers and Staff
The safety of children and youth is very important to
First Immanuel. Like the public schools, FILC requires
criminal background checks every three years for all staff
and those volunteers who work with children. FILC
contracts with Clear Investigative Advantage, a company
that conducts checks online for churches. If you should
receive a notification email, thanks in advance for
responding promptly. And thank you for blessing our
young people with your presence!

Family Winter Shelter to open at
Congregation Beth Israel on Dec. 1—
Volunteers needed
Portland Homeless Family
Solutions (the wonderful
organization that ran Goose
Hollow Family Shelter) is now
managing a winter emergency
shelter for families in a warehouse that has been
donated for the purpose at NW 17th and Northrup. It will
be open every night from 6pm to 8 am, until April 30,
and can serve up to 75 people. If you’d like to join a First
Immanuel team to provide dinner or volunteer some
evening, please get in touch with Pastor Melinda
(pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org, 503-226-3659)
or Ryan Traetow (rtraetow@yahoo.com).
The shelter also needs in-kind donations. Blankets
are the highest need (can be gently used). Also needed
are: twin flat sheets (not fitted, gently used okay);
pillows and pillowcases (gently used okay); travel-size
toiletries; tampons; razors; coats (gently used okay, all
ages and sizes); socks and underwear (new only, all ages
and sizes); baby wipes and diapers; cold medicine (adult,
child, infant); first aid items; food―noodle and ramen
cups, juice boxes, granola bars, hot chocolate,
chamomile and peppermint tea, coffee (caffeinated
only), cheese sticks, fruit snacks, apple juice, oatmeal,
honey. Drop off donations at 1150 NW 17th Avenue on
Monday, Wednesday or Friday, 5:30-7 p.m. Thank you!

Synod Vitality Event—Phase II
Feb. 2 at St. Andrew Lutheran, Beaverton
Last April, about a dozen members of First Immanuel
attended a synod-sponsored gathering at St. Andrew
Lutheran in Beaverton, one of six held around the state.
These gatherings helped facilitate conversations around
congregation health and vitality here in Oregon. It was
really quite encouraging to have a sense of who we are
all together, the opportunities and challenges that face
congregations, and knowing that none of us are alone in
what we’re experiencing.
This winter, the Oregon Synod is beginning a second
round of gatherings, looking more deeply into the
specific dynamics of our congregation based on our data
and wisdom. In Phase II, we will meet again with
members of other congregations in our area. Our Feb. 2
meeting will be the first of three gatherings over the
next 9 to 12 months. Each of these will have a focus that
builds on the one preceding it. Look for more
information and a video from the Synod office at our
Annual Meeting.

Electronic Giving is Easy, Try it!

1: Chris Akerman
24: Caden Bessette
Erik Akerman
Patti Hart
2: Beverly Gottwig
Zoe Spitzer
4: Dave Gross
25: Jordan Weber
7: Cate Bikales
26: Marja Selmann
9: Elaine Graves
27: George Granger
Nancy Matthias
30: Michelle Johnson
10: Steve Bailey
31: Mark Carlson
Pamela Porter
Nicholas Knipe
13: Dan Dietz
15: Rebekka Rasmussen
17: Sue Nelson
1: Martha Driessnack &
18: Linda Langley
George Noble
20: Vonnie Brustad
15: John & Linda Thom
Joel VanDeGrift
Don’t see your special day? Contact Debbie (503/2263659, debbie@firstimmanuellth.org) with your details!

Thanks for Giving to the Giving Tree!
First Immanuel members have
done it again! Thanks to your
amazing, generous response, we
provided each resident of
Gallagher Plaza with a $20 gift
card from Fred Meyer. Thanks for
helping to make the holidays merry for our neighbors!

Are you receiving our
“Weekly Word” E-News?
FILC’s “Weekly Word” e-news is a
brief message with updates, event
reminders, and a scriptural
reflection for the upcoming Sunday.
It’s emailed, usually on Thursdays. If you’re not
receiving it, sign up at www.firstimmanuelluth.org, or
contact the church office.

HOLIDAY WREATH REMINDER
Wasn’t the Advent Workshop great?
If you made your holiday greenery
using one of the wreath forms that
were provided, please consider
returning the form to church so that
it may be used by someone again next year. Thanks!

We do so many transactions online―have you
considered giving to First Immanuel
electronically? Online giving is convenient for
members and provides much-needed consistency
for our congregation’s cash flow.
• Visit our website at www.firstimmanuelluth.org
• Click the Online Giving button―you’ll be
directed to Vanco Services’ secure site
• Make a one-time gift or set up recurring
donations via credit card, checking or savings
account―you decide amount and frequency
• Special gifts like building fund or memorials
can be designated
• Profile can be saved for future transactions
• Feel great that you are supporting God’s work

Love to chat over coffee? Love fresh flowers?
Coffee hour is a great opportunity to
welcome guests and catch up with church
friends―and plenty of dates are open for
hosting! All that’s needed are willing hands
to make coffee, set out trays, and keep
things flowing. Interested? Call Bonny Groshong (503226-3659) or sign up in Fellowship Hall.
Want to grace our altar with
flowers for Sunday worship? Just sign
up in Fellowship Hall. Debbie, our
office manager, will get in touch to
ask if you have a dedication you’d
like in the bulletinin memory of a loved one, to
celebrate a special day, or just to God’s glory. Bring
two bouquets or potted plantssimple is fine. Vases
are provided, or you can bring your own. Call Debbie
(503-226-3659) for details. Thank you!

EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN
Prayer is a powerful gift
connecting us with God and one
another. We invite you to join the
Prayer Chain ministry, either by
sharing a concern or making our weekly email
requests a part of your devotional life. If you have
prayer requests or updates, please send them to
Suzanne Nelson at firstimmanuelprayers@gmail.com
by Monday evening each week. To join the group, also
contact Suzanne. Sincere thanks to ALL our members
and friends who share God’s love and healing strength
through this ministry!

January 2019 at First Immanuel
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

Happy New
Year!
Office Closed

6

7

8

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship:
New Members
Received
12 PM Coffee Hr.
12:30 PM Executive Committee
1 PM Confirmation Class
6:30 PM Book
Group
8 PM AA

8:30 AM Showers
1 PM RH Bloom

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing
6 PM Council

13

14

15

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Coffee Hr.
7 PM Youth Grp.
8 PM AA

8:30 AM Showers

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing
6 PM Worship &
Music Committee

20

21

22

9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Coffee Hr.
1 PM Confirmation Class
8 PM AA

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing

9
8:30 AM Lift UP
Harvest Share
12:30 PM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

16
12:30 PM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

23
8:30 AM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

Office Closed

27
9:45 AM Ed. Hr.
11 AM Worship
12 PM Annual
Meeting &
Potluck
8 PM AA

28

29

8:30 AM Showers
1 PM RH Bloom

8:30 AM Showers
9 AM RH Beading
12 PM Food
Pantry
1 PM RH Bloom
2 PM RH Sewing

30
8:30 AM RH
Showers
1:30 PM RH
Yoga

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

10

11

8:30 AM Lift UP
Meeting
8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

17

18

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

24

25

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Bingo
12 PM Food
Pantry

31
8:30 AM Showers
10 AM RH Knit
1 PM RH Bloom
5:30 PM Food
Pantry
6 PM ACOA
6 PM Bell Choir
7 PM Choir

3 PM Shabbat
School

12
3 PM Shabbat
School

19

26
3 PM Shabbat
School

