
Dear partners in Christ, 

Our Leadership Retreat on May 4 was energetic and exciting, with 20 leaders gathered to discern how God’s 

Spirit is guiding us into the future. We trust that God has given us all that we need to answer God’s call, and 

especially to connect deeply with our neighborhood and city to share the good news of justice and love. 

Anna Wilde led a fruitful discussion of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (a SWOT analysis) and 

the group identified six action areas to focus our energy in the coming year. This list includes contact people and 

groups who are interested in moving these ideas ahead. Please don’t hesitate to lend your support!   

Welcoming New Neighbors — To connect with neighbors in new housing, we’d like to host welcoming events 

such as voter registration drives or flu shots, and be a visible presence at neighborhood festivals like Adventure 

Runs, Slabtown Festival, and meet-ups. (Lauren Kim, Judy Wick, Outreach Committee) 

Building Relationships in the Community — To deepen our vitality and mission, we seek to build alliances and 

friendships, develop neighborhood partnerships, and develop our voice as a congregation in the neighborhood. A 

synod training on June 5 is the next step in this rich process. (James Bash, Risë Johnson, Marja Selmann, Bobbi 

Varnes, Judy Wick, Pastors—want to come along?) 

Property Needs — Among several needed improvements, the immediate priority is repairing the roof of 

Sodergren Hall. (Property Committee, Council) 

Exploring Affordable Housing — A recent development grant application was not funded, but this long-term 

effort is building momentum currently. How might partnerships make it possible to develop our property for the 

common good? (Property Development Task Force, Council) 

Homeless Service and Advocacy —The Sunday Forum just finished an extended study of homeless concerns and 

plans a combination of educational and action responses. Check the articles on page 2 and stay tuned! (Jeannette 

O’Brien, Forum class members) 

Theology and Social Ministry — Asking the Hard Questions — This broad focus area has two priorities: 

welcoming and witness. To better welcome people, FILC will facilitate uncomfortable conversations about 

diversity, open space, love, and inclusivity. This will include conversations about white fragility, race (including 

within the Lutheran Church), politics, and sexuality without divisiveness.  

FILC will also evaluate our evangelical identity and how we present ourselves to others, with a goal of reclaiming 

the gospel of love and justice along with values of compassion, forgiveness, generosity, and a focus on “first 

things.” These discussions will seek the gospel and ask where it is calling us today, with a goal of competence in 

witnessing and teaching our youth to witness as well. (Linda Rae Coon, Lauren Kim, Brian Martin, Marja Selmann, 

Becky Shoemaker, Bobbi Varnes, Anna Wilde, Pastors, and more) 

Where is the Spirit is calling you to contribute? In joyful expectation, 

Pastor Melinda 

 


