
Dear Friends, 

When the religious authorities in Jerusalem colluded 

with the Roman governor to have Jesus put to death, 

they all thought that a source of trouble and irritation 

was behind them. They believed that, once dead and 

buried, Jesus wouldn’t be raising concerns over the 

treatment of the poor and marginalized as an essential 

matter of Jewish faith any longer. They imagined no 

one would question the morality of a temple system, 

operating hand-in-hand with the Roman occupation 

government, which allowed the Judean elites to amass 

great wealth and property holdings, while burying the 

poor in debt and removing them from their land, 

creating an underclass of cheap day labor. 

 What they didn’t count on, what they never could have anticipated, was God raising Jesus 

from the dead to resume his work of rebuilding the human family on a foundation of 

compassion and forgiveness. Now entirely beyond death and embodied within a community, 

Jesus lives to heal not only wounded spirits, but relationships and communities. Jesus is alive to 

continue God’s work to bring peace, reconciliation and hope to all. The Church exists to be both 

a witness to and a vehicle for this ongoing effort of God to bring new life to this troubled 

creation. 

 Of course, through its long history, the Church has also gone through times when it has 

been confused about its identity and sidetracked from its calling. There have been those who 

have hijacked the Christian message to serve their own secular interests, just as the temple 

authorities twisted the faith of Israel to enrich themselves. The Church has served as a 

cheerleader for empires and legitimizer of cultural values, prejudices and aspirations. It has 

proclaimed  that God is only interested in saving souls, not human bodies and communities. 

There have been Church leaders who have made themselves rich and powerful, usually at the 

expense of ordinary believers. 

 But Jesus is still alive to continue his work to mend the human family. In every generation, 

the Spirit of God moves people to be agents of Jesus’ compassion and forgiveness. The risen 

Jesus continues to trouble and irritate those who would be content with serving only their own 

concerns. And Jesus won’t stop until humanity has been reshaped and renewed, top to bottom, 

so that the quality of our life together reflects Jesus’ values of healing, inclusion, generosity, 

peace and reconciliation—until our life together looks like the Reign of God. 

 The message we celebrate this Easter season reminds us that because Jesus is alive, his 

saving, life-giving work goes on and we are part of it. 

Wishing you a blessed Easter season, 

Pastor Aaron 

 


