
Dear Friends, 

The Gospel of Luke tells of an evening when Jesus was invited to the home of a prominent 

religious leader named Simon. A woman who was known as a sinner caused a scandal by 

anointing Jesus’ feet with fragrant ointment. We aren’t told how the woman knew Jesus, but 

the conversation that follows between Jesus and Simon suggests that she was responding to 

Jesus’ message of forgiveness with a heart full of grateful love (Luke 7:36-50). 

 After anointing Jesus, the woman began weeping with gratitude. When her tears splashed 

onto Jesus’ feet, she let down her hair to wipe the tears away. For Jesus’ very proper host, it 

was a scandalous display that reflected poorly on Jesus for permitting it. Jesus, however, 

recognized the woman’s heartfelt gratitude. She was responding to God’s great love, shared 

through Jesus’ words of forgiveness, with her own expression of grateful love. Jesus saw no 

scandal, but instead a beautiful expression of 

gratefulness. 

 Our First Immanuel Stewardship Committee 

has chosen the theme of “God’s Great Love—

Our Grateful Love” to inspire our reflections 

this fall as we renew our financial commitments 

to God’s church. We are a congregation that 

knows the power of God’s great love to inspire 

our gratitude. We have experienced God’s 

extravagant love through Jesus, who forgives 

our sin and claims us as God’s beloved 

children—not because of our virtue or piety, 

but because God is gracious and merciful, 

abounding in steadfast love. God gave God’s 

only Son to set us free from sin, free for life 

with God. Such profound love opens our hearts 

to respond joyfully, generously, extravagantly.  

 I wonder what is like the woman’s tears in your life—an extravagant, unrestrained 

expression of gratitude. When have you known yourself to be loved and forgiven so profoundly 

that you responded like the woman in the story—with spontaneous joy and love you felt 

moved to share? Such gratitude is powerful, releasing our energy to love God and love our 

neighbors. 

 As our stewardship emphasis begins this month, I invite you to reflect prayerfully on how 

you have experienced God’s abundant mercy and goodness. How does God’s great love shape 

how you view your life, your possessions, your purpose? I pray you will experience the pledge 

commitment process this year as an opportunity to contemplate God’s infinite love for you, and 

your own open-hearted, bold and grateful response. 

In Christ’s service,  

Pastor Aaron 


