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WELCOME!  Welcome! We are glad that you have come to First Immanuel this morning 

to worship God. We welcome people of every race, ethnic background, 

social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation and gender identity. 

  We are a Reconciling In Christ congregation. Together, in our diversity, 

  we seek to embrace the love God offers us in Jesus Christ. 

COVID  In order to protect our more vulnerable members, we strongly   

PROTOCOLS  recommend that all worshipers in the sanctuary are vaccinated, masked, 

and distanced.  

HOLY  You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in 

COMMUNION  Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. We are prepared and worthy 

  to receive the sacrament when we come with a believing heart, trusting   

  that God’s love is for us. 

NURSERY  We encourage children to participate with their families in the worship 

service. Nursery care is also available during worship for children aged 

five and younger. We have a changing table and nursing area downstairs. 

Please ask an usher for directions.  

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 

PASTORS Aaron Couch & Melinda Wagner 

ASSISTING MINISTER James Bash 

USHERS Lilli Bradin, Bobbi Varnes & Judy Wick 

COMMUNION PREPARATION Judy Wick 

CHOIR DIRECTOR Ralph Nelson 

ORGANIST Karl Jurisons 

CAMERA TECH Richard Wong 

ZOOM HOST Chia Stockwell 

NURSERY Kim Verser 
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First Immanuel Lutheran Church 

1816 NW Irving Street 

Portland, Oregon 

 SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 4 December 2022 

GATHERING 

 GATHERING MUSIC “Nun komm, der Heider Heiland” J.S. Bach, comp. 

 WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES 

 SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  Catherine & Steve Bailey 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” V. 1: ELW 257 (red book) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

Reader 1: Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the 

stump of Jesse, who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy 

and crush the oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people.  

Reader 2: As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, 

transform our hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix 

our eyes on Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations.  

Reader 1: O people of hope, come, 

 People: let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2020, © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. 

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” V. 5: ELW 257 (red book) 

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 Text st. 2  © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).
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 OPENING HYMN “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” ELW 249 (red book)

 1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

  announces that the Lord is nigh; 

  awake and hearken, for he brings 

  glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 2. Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

  make straight the way 

   for God within, 

  and let us all our hearts prepare 

  for Christ to come and enter there. 

 3. We hail you as our Savior, Lord, 

  our refuge and our great reward; 

  without your grace we waste away 

  like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 4. Stretch forth your hand, 

   our health restore, 

  and make us rise to fall no more;  

  oh, let your face upon us shine 

  and fill the world with love divine. 
    © Public domain. 

 THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  

 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 

 THE KYRIE  SING 

 Assistant: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Refrain: 

 

 Assistant: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  (Refrain) 

 Assistant: For the peace of the whole world, the well-being of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 Assistant: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 
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 Assistant: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 People: 

 

 

 SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 People: Eternal God, grant us the wisdom to see your purpose and openness to 

hear your will, that we too may prepare the way for Christ who is 

coming in power and glory to establish his kingdom, that all may live in 

your peace and justice; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
   From Book of Common Worship, edited, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press. 

WORD 

 ANTHEM “Lo, How a Rose” Michael Praetorius, comp. 

 THE FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line 

(the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, the ruler will reign with perfect justice. 

Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 THE SECOND LESSON  Romans 15:4-13 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has 

been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and 

encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  SING 
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 THE GOSPEL  Matthew 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people 

to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who has been chosen. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 CHILDREN’S TIME  

 THE SERMON Pastor Aaron Couch 

 HYMN OF THE DAY “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264 (red book)

 1. Prepare the royal highway; 

  the King of kings is near! 

  Let ev’ry hill and valley  

  a level road appear! 

  Then greet the King of glory,  

  foretold in sacred story: 

 Refrain: 

  Hosanna to the Lord, 

  for he fulfills God’s word! 

 2. God’s people, see him coming: 

  your own eternal king! 

  Palm branches strew before him! 

  Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

  God’s promise will not fail you! 

  No more shall doubt assail you! 

 Refrain

3. Then fling the gates wide open 

  to greet your promised king! 

  Your king, yet ev’ry nation 

  its tribute too may bring. 

  All lands will bow before him; 

  their voices join your singing: 

 Refrain 

 4. His is no earthly kingdom; 

  it comes from heav’n above. 

  His rule is peace and freedom 

  and justice, truth, and love. 

  So let your praise be sounding 

  for kindness so abounding: 

 Refrain 
 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

  Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Assistant: As we wait in hope for our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all people according to their needs. 

After each petition… 

 Assistant: God of faithfulness, 

 People: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude… 

 Pastor: Hear our prayers, O God of steadfast love, as we wait and watch for all your 

promises to be fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 People: Amen 
    From Sundays & Seasons 2006, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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HOLY COMMUNION 

 SHARING THE PEACE 

 Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 People: And also with you. 

 GATHERING OF GIFTS  J.G. Walther, comp. 

   “Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn” 

 SETTING THE TABLE   “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” 

 1. The trumpets sound, the angels sing, 

  the feast is ready to begin. 

  The gates of heav’n are open wide, 

  and Jesus welcomes you inside. 

 Refrain: 

  Sing with thankfulness 

   songs of pure delight. 

  Come and revel 

   in heaven’s love and light. 

  Take your place at 

   the table of the King. 

  The feast is ready to begin, 

   the feast is ready to begin. 

 3. The hungry heart he satisfies, 

  offers the poor his paradise. 

  Now hear all heav’n 

   and earth applaud 

  the amazing goodness of the Lord. 

 Refrain 
  © 1989 Make Way Music, admin. Integrity 

 Music, Inc. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).

 Assistant: Let us pray. Gracious God, 

 People: you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless 

  all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your 

  blessing. In the name of Jesus, Immanuel, we pray. Amen 

   From Sundays & Seasons 2021, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  SING 

 Pastor: It is indeed right and good…we praise your name and join their unending 

  hymn:  

 People: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 © GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 Pastor: Holy God, our Salvation and our Hope…. 

  To you, O God, be praise and glory, now and forever. 

 People: Amen 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the Lord’s table. 

 LAMB OF GOD     SING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 © GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

All are welcome at Christ’s table, where we believe the risen Christ is present to 

strengthen us to share in God’s loving purposes for the world. To receive Holy 

Communion in a low-touch manner, the ushers will direct you up the center aisle 

to receive bread or a gluten-free wafer from a pastor. After receiving the bread, 

step aside to a station where you may eat the bread and drink an individual cup 

of red wine or white grape juice. Please take your used cup back to your seat, 

where an usher will collect it. 
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 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 1 “He Came Down”  ELW 253 (red book) 

 1. He came down 

   that we may have love; 

  he came down 

   that we may have love; 

  he came down 

   that we may have love; 

  hallelujah forevermore. 

 2. He came down 

   that we may have light; 

  he came down 

   that we may have light; 

  he came down 

   that we may have light; 

  hallelujah forevermore. 

 3. He came down 

   that we may have peace; 

  he came down 

   that we may have peace; 

  he came down 

   that we may have peace; 

  hallelujah forevermore. 

 4. He came down 

   that we may have joy; 

  he came down 

   that we may have joy; 

  he came down 

   that we may have joy; 

  hallelujah forevermore. 
 © 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

 Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 2 “Wait for the Lord” ELW 262 (red book)

Wait for the Lord, 

whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord: 

be strong, take heart! 

(Repeat) 
 © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 3 “Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken”

1. Loaves were broken, 

 words were spoken 

  by the Galilean shore. 

  Jesus, Bread of life from heaven, 

  was their food forevermore. 

 Refrain: 

  By your body broken for us, 

  by your wine of life outpoured, 

  Jesus, feed again your people. 

  Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 

2. Loaves were broken, 

 words were spoken 

  in a quiet room one night. 

  In the bread and wine 

   you gave them, 

  Christ, you came 

   as Light from Light. 

 Refrain

 3. Loaves are broken, 

   words are spoken, 

  as in faith we gather here. 

  Jesus speaks across the ages: 

  “I am with you; do not fear!” 

 Refrain 

 4. By the loaves you 

   break and give us, 

  send us in your name to share 

  bread for which the millions hunger, 

  words that tell your love and care. 

 Refrain 
  © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 

  Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 4    “Come and Fill Our Hearts”  ELW 528 (red book) 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 

You alone, O Lord, are holy. 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia! (Repeat) 
 © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

BLESSING 

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and 

 keep us in God’s grace. 

People: Amen 

 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Assistant: Let us pray. 

People: God of wonder, we give thanks that you have fed us once again with this 

foretaste of the feast to come. Strengthen us through this gift to serve 

our neighbors with joy, that all may come to see your glory reflected in 

the lives of your people; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen 
  From Sundays & Seasons 2014 © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 



 10 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: May the holy and living God  bless you in darkness and in light, in  

 fasting and in feasting, in sadness and in joy. 

People: Amen 
 From Sundays & Seasons 2017, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 CLOSING HYMN “All Earth Is Hopeful”  ELW 266 (red book) 

 1. All earth is hopeful, 

   the Savior comes at last! 

  Furrows lie open 

   for God’s creative task: 

  this, the labor of people 

   who struggle to see 

  how God’s truth and justice 

   set ev’rybody free. 

 2. People of Israel, 

   you heard the prophet tell: 

  “A virgin mother 

   will bear Emmanuel”; 

  she conceived him, “God with us,” 

   our brother, whose birth 

  restores hope and courage 

   to children of this earth. 

 3. Mountains and valleys 

   will have to be prepared; 

  new highways opened, 

   new protocols declared. 

  Almost here! God is nearing, 

   in beauty and grace! 

  All clear ev’ry gateway, 

   in haste, come out in haste! 

 4. We first saw Jesus 

   a baby in a crib. 

  This same Lord Jesus 

   today has come to live 

  in our world; he is present, 

   in neighbors we see 

  our Jesus is with us, 

   and ever sets us free. 
 © Centro de Pastoral Litúrgica, admin. OCP Publications. 

 Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic.  A-714688).

 SENDING 

 Assistant: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 From Sundays & Seasons 2009, © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 ORGAN POSTLUDE “Wachet auf” J.G. Walther, comp. 

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer. 

The front section of our worship area is dedicated as quiet prayer space 

following the close of worship. God be with you. 
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A SPECIAL 2022 YEAR-END MESSAGE 
          

To: Members and Friends of First Immanuel 
From: Your Church Council 
 
When our congregation approved a budget in January, we 
knew 2022 would be a challenging year. We had just begun 
to return to in-person worship and felt hopeful that a 
return to normal was just around the corner. Unfortunately, 
the challenges have been bigger and the movement toward 
normal slower than we hoped. 
 
We invite you to pray about making a special year-end 
gift to First Immanuel. We are experiencing an acute 
financial challenge. Congregational leaders have been very careful with spending, 
but we are still facing a projected deficit around $60,000. As a result, we are 
currently looking at needing to use about half our reserve fund, which is 
unsustainable. So far, we have received special year-end gifts totaling $15,000. 
This is a good start. 
 
Your gifts put God’s love into action in Northwest Portland and beyond. If you 
would like to speak personally about the congregation’s needs, please contact any 
member of Executive Committee, listed below. 
 
Your partners in Christ’s ministry, 
First Immanuel Executive and Finance Committees 
 
Lauren Kim, President Kent Fredrickson, Treasurer 
James Bash, Vice President Bobbi Varnes 
Andrew Drexler, Vice President Pastor Aaron Couch 
Linnea Zahradnik, Secretary Pastor Melinda Wagner  
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Note: For live links, please see our weekly e-news or website 

Holiday Bake Sale Today after Worship 

Deliciousness abounds at the Holiday Bake Sale—proceeds benefit 
youth events. If you love to eat, you can bring cash/check/Venmo to 
purchase goodies after church. 

New Forum starts Today―The Book of Joy: 
Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 

by His Holiness the Dalai Lama & Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Feeling the pain of the world and recognizing how many are struggling 
with isolation and despair, His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu met one last time before Tutu’s passing to create a final 
gift―poignant, practical, and often humorous teachings on how we can 
live with more Joy, even during deeply troubled times. Books are free 
through a Thrivent grant, contact pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org to claim yours! 

Sunday, Dec. 11: Children’s Christmas Program & Santa Lucia 

On Sunday, December 11, the children of First 
Immanuel will help us hear how the Christmas story 
is surprising good news. God has come to us in the 
birth of a baby! Join us in worship at 11 AM to 
celebrate God’s gift of grace and peace. At the close 
of worship we will celebrate the Crowning of Saint 

Lucia, who reminds us how faith shines to bring hope in this dark season. 

FILC Blood Drive, Dec. 9―Sign up today! 

The Outreach Committee would like to partner with the American 
Red Cross to hold a blood drive on Friday, Dec. 9, Noon-5:15 PM 
in Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful way to give back to the 
community. There is a critical shortage of blood in the US 
currently, and donations are low during the holidays. We need a 
minimum of 20-25 donors for a successful drive. If you are interested, please email Lauren 
Kim (laurenhhkim@gmail.com) or sign up through the Red Cross. Click here to make an 
appointment. Thank you! —FILC Stewardship Team & Council 

mailto:pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org
mailto:laurenhhkim@gmail.com
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=cf44c31a22&e=e666843473
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=cf44c31a22&e=e666843473
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Giving Tree donations for Gallagher Plaza 

Every December we have the chance to brighten Christmas for our 
neighbors who live at Gallagher Plaza low-income apartments. 
We’ll use your contributions to buy Fred Meyer gift cards for each 
Gallagher Plaza resident—the only gift some will receive this 
holiday season. Three great ways to give: take a red envelope from 
the tree at church; donate online at www.firstimmanuelluth.org; or mail a donation to 
church marked clearly for “Giving Tree/Gallagher Plaza.” We’d love to match last year’s $25 
gift card for every resident. Thank you for sharing! 

Sunday, Dec. 18―Christmas Cantatas with Choir and String Quartet 

The choir will present two fascinating Christmas works at our 
worship service on the 4th Sunday of Advent, Dec. 18. The 
choir, joined by a string quartet and Karl Jurisons on the organ, 
will present a short cantata by Dietrich Buxtehude, “Das 
neugeborne Kindelein” (“The Newborn Infant Child”), and also 

Gustav Holst’s "Christmas Day." Join us for this joyful music anticipating Christ’s birth. 

Christmas Eve Worship―One Festive Service at 7 PM on Dec. 24 
with Carols, Candlelight & Holy Communion 

We invite you and your friends to worship on Christmas Eve, when we’ll 
gather at 7 PM for one festive service. In the sanctuary: All are welcome, 
with masks required. There is room for everyone! At home by Zoom: 
Join using the regular Zoom worship procedures: click this link or enter 
Meeting ID: 733 824 909, Password: 891242. 

Christmas Day Worship Services, Sunday, Dec. 25 
7 AM Swedish Julotta service 

11 AM Service of Lessons, Carols & Communion 

Christmas falls on a Sunday this year, with two special services. Join us at 
7 AM for the traditional Swedish Julotta worship which greets the 
Christmas dawn. This unique and lovely service reflects our 
congregation’s heritage and is conducted in Swedish and English, with 

special guests the Portland Lucia Court and Portland Nordic Chorus. Join us at 11 AM for a 
Christmas service of Lessons, Carols and Communion as we welcome our newborn Savior. 

https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=f399a6bb27&e=d89a33389f
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=962396446f&e=e666843473
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