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WELCOME!  Welcome! We are glad that you have come to First Immanuel this morning 

to worship God. We welcome people of every race, ethnic background, 

social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation and gender identity. 

  We are a Reconciling In Christ congregation. Together, in our diversity, 

  we seek to embrace the love God offers us in Jesus Christ. 

COVID  In order to protect our more vulnerable members, we strongly   

PROTOCOLS  recommend that all worshipers in the sanctuary are vaccinated, masked, 

and distanced.  

HOLY  You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in 

COMMUNION  Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. We are prepared and worthy 

  to receive the sacrament when we come with a believing heart, trusting   

  that God’s love is for us. 

NURSERY  We encourage children to participate with their families in the worship 

service. Nursery care is also available during worship for children aged 

five and younger. We have a changing table and nursing area downstairs. 

Please ask an usher for directions.  

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 

PASTORS Aaron Couch & Melinda Wagner 

ASSISTING MINISTER Leslie Wong 

USHERS Lauren Kim & Bobbi Varnes 

COMMUNION PREPARATION Lauren Kim 

COMMUNION BREAD John Koonce 

CHOIR DIRECTOR Ralph Nelson 

ORGANIST Karl Jurisons 

CAMERA TECH Ryan Traetow 

ZOOM HOST Chia Stockwell 

NURSERY Kim Verser 
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First Immanuel Lutheran Church 

1816 NW Irving Street 

Portland, Oregon 

 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 29 January 2023 

GATHERING 

 GATHERING MUSIC  “Prelude & Fugue in G Major” J.S. Bach, comp. 

 WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES 

 SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

 OPENING HYMN “Rise, Shine, You People!” ELW 665 (red book)

 1.  Rise, shine, you people! 

   Christ the Lord has entered 

  our human story; 

   God in him is centered. 

  He comes to us, 

   by death and sin surrounded, 

   with grace unbounded. 

 2. See how he sends the 

   pow’rs of evil reeling; 

  he brings us freedom, 

   light and life and healing. 

  All men and women, 

   who by guilt are driven, 

   now are forgiven. 

 3. Come, celebrate; your 

   banners high unfurling, 

  your songs and prayers 

   against the darkness hurling. 

  To all the world go 

   out and tell the story 

   of Jesus’ glory. 

 4. Tell how the Father 

   sent the Son to save us. 

  Tell of the Son, who 

   life and freedom gave us. 

  Tell how the Spirit 

   calls from ev’ry nation 

   God’s new creation. 
  © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. 

  Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

 THE APOSTOLIC GREETING  

 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 
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 THE KYRIE  SING 

 Assistant: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Refrain: 

  

  

 Assistant: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  (Refrain) 

 Assistant: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 Assistant: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 People: 

 

 HYMN OF PRAISE 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 



 3 

 SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY   

 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 People: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to 

the lowly and the pure of heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for 

justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and 

deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and  Lord. Amen 
  From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

WORD 

 CHOIR ANTHEM “Blest Are the Pure in Heart” Walford Davies, comp. 

 THE FIRST LESSON  Micah 6:1-8 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as jury, God brings a lawsuit 

against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. 

God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. 

Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, 

and to walk shrewdly in God’s service. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 THE SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross 

seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has 

chosen to work power and salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. 

Hence the message of the cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 THE GOSPEL  Matthew 5:1-12 

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming 

those who are blessed in the reign of God. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 

 CHILDREN’S TIME  

 THE SERMON  Pastor Aaron Couch 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY  “To Be Your Presence” ELW 546 (red book)

 1. To be your presence 

   is our mission here, 

  to show compassion’s  

   face and list’ning ear, 

  to be your heart of mercy 

   ever near, alleluia! 

 2. To be your presence 

   is our mission bold, 

  to feed the poor and 

   shelter homeless cold, 

  to be your hands of justice, 

   right uphold, alleluia!

 3. To be your presence 

   is our mission blest, 

  to speak for all the 

   broken and oppressed, 

  to be your voice of hope, 

   your love expressed, alleluia! 

 4. We are your heart, O Christ, 

   your hands and voice, 

  to serve your people 

   is our call and choice, 

  and in this mission we, 

   the church, rejoice, alleluia! 
  © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. 

  Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Assistant: Led by the light of Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

After each petition… 

 Assistant: Hear us, O God. 

 People: Your mercy is great. 

The prayers conclude… 

 Pastor: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 People: Amen 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 SHARING THE PEACE 

 Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 People: And also with you. 

 GATHERING OF GIFTS     “Fugue in C Minor” J.S. Bach, comp. 
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 SETTING THE TABLE

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 Assistant: Let us pray. Merciful God, 

 People: receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions. 

Through this meal, unite us as your body, shining with the light of your 

justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen  From Sundays & Seasons 2017, © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 
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 Pastor: It is indeed right and good…we praise your name and join their unending 

  hymn: 

 People: 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 Pastor: Blessed are you, O holy God: You are the Life and Light of all.… 

  …To you be honor and glory, now and forever. 

 People: Amen 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: The gifts of God for the people of God. The body of Christ is given for us. 

The blood of Christ is shed for us. 
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 LAMB OF GOD     SING 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

All are welcome at Christ’s table, where the risen Christ is present to strengthen us to share 

in God’s loving purposes for the world. To receive Holy Communion in a low-touch manner, 

the ushers will direct you up the center aisle to receive bread or a gluten-free wafer from a 

pastor. After receiving the bread, step aside to a station where you may eat the bread and 

drink an individual cup of red wine or white grape juice. Please take your used cup 

back to your seat, where an usher will collect it. 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 1 “Taste and See”  ELW 493 (red book) 

Refrain only: 

Taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 

Oh, taste and see, taste and see the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord. 

(Repeat) 
 © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 2 “In the Singing”  ELW 466 (red book)

 1. In the singing, in the silence, 

  in the hands expectant, open, 

  in the blessing, in the breaking, 

  in your presence at this table, 

  Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 

  be the wine of grace; 

  Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 

  be the bread of peace. 

 2. In the question, in the answer, 

  in the moment of acceptance, 

  in the heart’s cry, in the healing, 

  in the circle of your people, 

  Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 

  be the wine of grace; 

  Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, 

  be the bread of peace. 
 © 1996 Hope Publishing Co. 

 Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 3 “Let Us Break Bread Together” ELW 471 (red book)

 1. Let us break bread together 

   on our knees; 

  let us break bread together 

   on our knees. 

 Refrain: 

  When I fall on my knees, 

  with my face to the rising sun, 

  O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 2. Let us drink wine together 

   on our knees; 

  let us drink wine together 

   on our knees. 

 Refrain 

 3. Let us praise God together 

   on our knees; 

  let us praise God together 

   on our knees. 

 Refrain © Public domain. 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 4 “Lord, Be Glorified”  ELW 744 (red book) 

 1. In my life, Lord, be glorified, 

   be glorified; 

  in my life, Lord, 

   be glorified today. 

 2. In my song, Lord, be glorified, 

   be glorified; 

  in my song, Lord, 

  be glorified today.

 3. In your church, Lord, be glorified, 

   be glorified; 

  in your church, Lord, 

   be glorified today. 
 © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, admin. The Lorenz Corporation. 
  Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).  

 BLESSING 

Pastor: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of Christ’s body and  

 blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

People: Amen   © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Assistant: Let us pray. 

People: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through 

this feast of life and salvation. Be the light for our path, that we may do 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. 

Amen From Sundays & Seasons 2003 © 2002 Augsburg Fortress. 
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SENDING 

BENEDICTION  

Pastor: May Jesus Christ, the light of the world, fill your hearts and illumine your 

path. Almighty God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. 

People: Amen 

 CLOSING HYMN “Let Justice Flow Like Streams” ELW 717 (red book) 

 1. Let justice flow like streams 

  of sparkling water, pure, 

  enabling growth, refreshing life, 

  abundant, cleansing, sure. 

 2. Let righteousness roll on 

  as others’ cares we heed, 

  an ever-flowing stream of faith 

  translated into deed. 

 3. So may God’s plumb line, straight, 

  define our measure true, 

  and justice, right, and peace pervade 

  this world our whole life through. 
 © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster/  

  John Knox Press. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054). 

 SENDING 

 Assistant: Go in peace. You are light for the world. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 ORGAN POSTLUDE “Trumpet in Dialogue” Louis N. Clérambault, comp. 

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer. 

The front section of our worship area is dedicated as quiet prayer space 

following the close of worship. God be with you. 
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Note: For live links, please see our weekly e-news or website 

Forum meets Sundays, 9:30-10:30, hybrid format 
The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 

by His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Feeling the pain of the world and recognizing how many are 
struggling with isolation and despair, His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu met one last time before Tutu’s 
passing to create a final gift―poignant, practical, and often 
humorous teachings on how we can live with more Joy, even 
during deeply troubled times. Books are free through a Thrivent 
grant, contact pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org to claim 
yours! We’ll meet in the Library or by Zoom at this link; Meeting 
ID: 826 9448 2199, Passcode: PhtMa8. Get the full forum schedule 
here. 

Annual Meeting of First Immanuel Congregation 
Today after worship at 1 PM 
Online via Zoom worship link 

Please plan to attend our Annual Meeting, which will be held 
online at 1 PM today. We’ll meet via Zoom in order to include 
as many members as possible. Your participation is important 
as we continue to make budgetary decisions for the 
congregation’s ministry. A preview of the proposed budget is 
linked here. We would like to receive all pledges for 2023 
before this meeting. The Annual Meeting will elect our 

Congregation President and members to serve on Church Council, Audit Committee, 
Nominating Committee and Endowment Committee. 

The Annual Report is linked on our website home page; paper copies are also available at 
the ushers table in church this morning. Grab a bite of lunch and join us on Zoom at 1 PM, 
using the same link we access for Sunday worship: Click here. If you’d like to phone in for 
audio only, dial 253-215-8782 (Tacoma) and enter Meeting ID: 733 824 909, Password: 
891242. 

mailto:pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=8fb3922701&e=e666843473
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=6a801bcfc4&e=e666843473
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=e3ce808b0a&e=e666843473
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=2a684df6c6&e=e666843473
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Join us for the next baking day―Biscotti 
Sunday, Feb. 5, at 3:30 PM on Zoom 

As we look toward February and Valentine’s Day, join us in 
learning to make two biscotti recipes from our own Misty 
Ibsen! Misty will lead us in making double chocolate biscotti 
and orange cranberry biscotti. All new bakers, experienced 
bakers, and observers are welcome to join us on Zoom at 
3:30 PM on Sunday, Feb. 5. 

You'll need: flour, sugar, baking soda, baking powder, salt, 
1-1/4 cups butter (softened), vanilla, walnuts, semisweet 
chocolate chips, eggs, unsweetened dark chocolate cocoa 

powder, one large orange, almond extract, and one cup dried cranberries (not craisins). We 
hope you can join the fun and the eating! 

First Immanuel YouTube Recordings— 
Swedish Julotta Service and more! 

Did you know we have a YouTube channel? Thanks to 
Chris Weiss, Richard Wong and Ryan Traetow, several 
of our recent worship services have been recorded and 
posted on YouTube for viewing at any time. It’s a whole 
new frontier of outreach! Here are two samples for you 
to enjoy. To view our Christmas morning Swedish 
Julotta service, click here. To view Pastor Melinda’s 
sermon from Jan. 22, click here. 

Home Helper Needed 

A friend of our congregation is in need of help at home with 
light house cleaning, laundry, cooking, errands, etc. No heavy 
work or personal care. Her OHSU case worker suggested 
completing the caregiver course and you could earn $16 an 
hour. Contact Bobbi Varnes for details (503-957-9895). 

https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=f966028b72&e=e666843473
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=4370ef8d57&e=e666843473
https://firstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61&id=16d0517f64&e=e666843473
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Thank You for Outstanding Year-End Gifts! 

As we entered December, our congregation faced the acute financial 
challenge of a projected deficit around $60,000. The Council made this 
need known to our members and friends, and you have responded 
with amazing generosity. Through your giving, the 2022 deficit has 
been reduced to $19,188. Please accept the heartfelt thanks of your 
leaders and all who are influenced by the ministry of First Immanuel. 
Together, we carry on Christ’s call to mercy, justice and hope, putting 
God’s love into action in Northwest Portland and beyond. Please plan to attend our Annual 
Meeting on Jan. 29, as we plan for ministry in the year ahead. 

Your partners in Christ’s ministry, 
First Immanuel Executive and Finance Committees 

Altar flowers for Sunday worship 

Want to celebrate a special day or remember a special person? 
You are welcome to bring altar flowers for a Sunday worship 
service. It’s an easy process and a great way to honor God’s gift of 
natural beauty. Just contact Debbie (503-226-3659, 
debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org) with your preferred Sunday date 
and whether it’s in honor or memory of a special person or 

occasion. Bring flowers on the Sunday you select. After worship, you can take your flowers 
home or leave them for the pastors to share with others on home visits. We hope to see a 
lively and vibrant altar space for everyone, whether in-person or Zoom! 

Looking for Coffee Hour Hosts 

Hosting Coffee Hour is really simple! Just bring some 
cookies or simple treats, store-bought or homemade, it’s 
your choice. Make two pots of coffee; the creamer/sugar is 
all ready to go. With paper napkins and paper cups, clean-
up is super easy. Just wash the coffee pots and a few 
spoons/tongs at the end of Coffee Hour. The sign-up sheet 
is on the bulletin board next to the kitchen in Fellowship 
Hall. And even if hosting isn’t for you, you can help by purchasing shelf-stable cookies and 
juice boxes and putting them in the cabinet to the right of the fridge, so we have back-up 
treats when needed. You can also buy ground coffee and put it in the cabinet above the 
coffee jugs in the kitchen. Thanks for your help! 

mailto:debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org


 14  


