
WELCOME!  Welcome! We are glad you have joined us for worship. We are a 

  Reconciling In Christ congregation and welcome people of every race, 

ethnic background, social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation 

and gender identity. Together in our diversity, we seek to embrace the 

love God offers us in Jesus the Crucified and Risen Christ. 

HOLY  You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in 

COMMUNION  Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. If you are joining from home, 

  please set your table with bread or crackers and wine or grape juice. We 

  are prepared and worthy to receive Holy Communion when we come  

  with an open heart, trusting that God’s love is for us. 

RECORDING  First Immanuel is committed to connect with people who are unable to 

  be with us in person for worship. Please note that we are connected by 

  Zoom and through YouTube. And as such, video recording takes place 

  throughout the service. 

CHILDREN  We encourage children to participate with their families in worship. It is 

our custom to invite children to come forward for a special message from 

the Pastors just before the sermon. Parents are welcome to join them. A 

play area with a nursing area and changing table is downstairs. Please 

ask an usher. 

COFFEE  Please join us downstairs for coffee, hosted by Jeannette O’Brien. 

MASKS  Masks are an effective way to protect us from infection. We are currently 

mask optional. We encourage frequent hand washing and use of hand 

sanitizer, and that you stay current on your vaccinations. 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE 

INTERIM PASTORS Christine Core & Scott Dunfee 

ASSISTING MINISTER James Bash 

LECTOR  Jane Sproul 

ACOLYTE  Chia Stockwell 

USHERS Kent Fredrickson & Lauren Kim 

COMMUNION PREPARATION Chris & Maddie Wiens 

CHOIR DIRECTOR Ralph Nelson 

ORGANIST Karl Jurisons 

CAMERA/SOUND TECH Richard Wong 

 



First Immanuel Lutheran Church 

1816 NW Irving Street 

Portland, Oregon 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 4 January 2026 

GGAATTHHEERRIINNGG  

 GATHERING MUSIC   “Psalm XVIII” Benedetto Marcello, comp. 

 WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES 

 SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AS A BELL IS TOLLED 

 OPENING HYMN “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” ELW 303 (red book)

 1. Brightest and best of 

   the stars of the morning, 

  dawn on our darkness 

   and lend us your aid. 

  Star of the east, 

   the horizon adorning, 

  guide where our infant 

   redeemer is laid. 

 2. Cold on his cradle 

   the dewdrops are shining; 

  low lies his head with 

   the beasts of the stall; 

  angels adore him 

   in slumber reclining, 

  maker and monarch 

   and savior of all. 

3. What shall we give him, 

  in costly devotion? 

 Shall we bring incense 

  and off’rings divine, 

 gems of the mountains 

  and pearls of the ocean, 

 myrrh from the forest 

   or gold from the mine? 

 4. Vainly we offer 

   each ample oblation, 

  vainly with gifts 

   would his favor secure; 

  richer by far is 

   the heart’s adoration, 

  dearer to God are  

   the prayers of the poor. 

 5. Brightest and best of 

   the stars of the morning, 

  dawn on our darkness 

   and lend us your aid. 

  Star of the east, 

   the horizon adorning, 

  guide where our infant 

   redeemer is laid. 
   © Public domain.

 Please stand as you are able. 
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 APOSTOLIC GREETING  

 Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 People: And also with you. 
 From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW). 

 THE KYRIE  SING 

 Assistant: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Refrain: 

  

 

 Assistant: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 Assistant: For the peace of the whole world, for the wellbeing of the church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain) 

 Assistant: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 People: 

 HYMN OF PRAISE 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY     

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 People: Gracious God, you revealed your Chosen to the nations by the leading 

of a star. Lead us by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring 

us at last to the vision of the fullness of your glory, through Jesus Christ 

our Bright Morning Star and Lover of our Souls. Amen 

WWOORRDD 

 CHOIR ANTHEM “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst, comp. 

 THE FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 31:7-14 

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. 

In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food and livestock. Young women 

will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. 

 Lector: Word of God, word of life. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 THE SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 1:3-14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven 

and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen 

as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. 

 Lector: Word of God, word of life. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 GOSPEL PROCESSION 
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 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  SING 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 THE GOSPEL  Matthew 2:1-12 

 Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

 People: Glory to you, O God. 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 

Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2019, © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 CHILDREN’S TIME 

 THE SERMON  Pastor Scott Dunfee 
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 HYMN OF THE DAY “As with Gladness Men of Old” ELW 302 (red book)

 1. As with gladness men of old 

  did the guiding star behold; 

  as with joy they hailed its light, 

  leading onward, beaming bright; 

  so, most gracious Lord, may we 

  evermore be led by thee. 

 2. As with joyful steps they sped, 

  Savior, to thy lowly bed, 

  there to bend the knee before 

  thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

  so may we with willing feet 

  ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 3. As they offered gifts most rare 

  at thy cradle, rude and bare, 

  so may we with holy joy, 

  pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

  all our costliest treasures bring, 

  Christ, to thee, our heavn’ly king. 

 4. Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

  keep us in the narrow way; 

  and when earthly things are past, 

  bring our ransomed souls at last 

  where they need no star to guide, 

  where no clouds thy glory hide. 
  © Public domain. 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Assistant: Rejoicing in the Word made flesh, let us pray for the church, those in need, 

and all of God’s creation. 

After each petition… 

 Assistant: God of grace and truth, 

 People: hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude… 

 Pastor: Trusting in your mercy, O saving God, we commend to you all for whom we 

pray, through the One born among us, Jesus Christ our Lord and Lover of our 

Souls. 

 People: Amen 

HHOOLLYY  CCOOMMMMUUNNIIOONN  

 SHARING THE PEACE 

 Pastor: Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given. And his name is the Sovereign 

of Justice and Peace. The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 People: And also with you. From Sundays & Seasons 1996 (edited) © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
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 OFFERING INVITATION 

 Pastor: With great joy we receive the blessing of Christ’s birth. May our gifts extend 

Christ’s blessing to all who long for help, hope and peace. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

 GATHERING OF GIFTS “Sonatina Op. 20 # 3: Larghetto” Frederick Kuhlau, comp. 

 SETTING THE TABLE

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 Assistant: Let us pray. God of time and eternity, 

 People: you have given your Chosen, born of Mary, to save and redeem us. 

  Receive now these gifts that we bring, and let the works of our hands 

  proclaim the news of your saving love, through Jesus Christ our Peace. 

  Amen 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  SING 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 Pastor: It is indeed right and good…we praise your name and join their unending 

  hymn: 

 People: 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 
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 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 Pastor: Holy God, Lover of All and Source of Life, in the beginning your Word 

  brought forth light and darkness, day and night, for the whole world. In a 

  pillar of fire by night and a pillar of cloud by day you led your people to 

  freedom. 

 People: In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus, your Living Word, born of Mary. 

 In the darkness of the womb you cradled new hope for us. In your Word 

 made flesh you have given us a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our 

 path. 

 Pastor: Born in a town called Bethlehem, which means “House of Bread,” the baby 

  Jesus grew up to feed thousands. In the night in which he was betrayed, Jesus 

  took bread.…Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  Remembering, therefore, Jesus’ birth and life among us, his death and 

  resurrection, we await all the ways Christ comes again to set us free and 

  restore all things. 

 People: Come to us now with your Holy Spirit, and make this meal your “House 

  of Bread.” That as we come to the table, we come to Bethlehem and see 

  the One whose birth the angels sing. 

 Pastor: Feed us in our hearts with your peace that passes all understanding, and teach 

  us to pray: 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  PRAY 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor: Love has come: God’s love for all people, in the birth of Jesus. Peace has 

come, the peace that passes all understanding, in the birth of Jesus. Come to 

the table to eat and drink love and peace. 

All are welcome at Christ’s table, where the risen Christ is present to strengthen us 

to share in God’s loving purposes for the world. The ushers will direct you to 

the altar rail. The glasses in the center of the communion tray contain grape juice 

for those who wish it. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the pastor. 

To receive a pastoral blessing instead of the bread and wine, simply fold your hands. 
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 LAMB OF GOD     SING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   © 2010 Wanda Black & Ralph Nelson. 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN 1 “The First Noel” ELW 300 (red book)

 1. The first Noel the angel did say 

  was to certain poor shepherds 

   in fields as they lay; 

  in fields where they lay, 

   keeping their sheep, 

  on a cold winter’s night 

   that was so deep. 

  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

  Born is the King of Israel. 

 2. They looked up and saw a star 

  shining in the East beyond them far; 

  and to the earth it gave great light, 

  and so it continued 

   both day and night. 

  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

  Born is the King of Israel. 

3. And by the light of that same star 

 three wise men came 

  from country far; 

 to seek for a king was their intent, 

 and to follow the star 

  wherever it went. 

  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

  Born is the King of Israel. 

 4. This star drew near to the northwest, 

o’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

 and there it did both stop and stay 

 right over the place where Jesus lay. 

  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

  Born is the King of Israel. 

 5. Then entered in those wise men three, 

  full rev’rently upon their knee, 

  and offered there in his presence 

  their gold, and myrrh, and 

frankincense. 

  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

  Born is the King of Israel. 
    © Public domain.
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 DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Loaves Were Broken” ACS 966 (blue book)

1. Loaves were broken, 

 words were spoken 

  by the Galilean shore. 

  Jesus, Bread of life from heaven, 

  was their food forevermore. 

 Refrain: 

  By your body broken for us, 

  by your wine of life outpoured, 

  Jesus, feed again your people. 

  Be our Host, our Life, our Lord. 

2. Loaves were broken, 

 words were spoken 

  in a quiet room one night. 

  In the bread and wine 

   you gave them, 

  Christ, you came 

   as Light from Light. 

 Refrain 

 3. Loaves are broken, 

   words are spoken, 

  as in faith we gather here. 

  Jesus speaks across the ages: 

  “I am with you; do not fear!” 

 Refrain 

 4. By the loaves you 

   break and give us, 

  send us in your name to share 

  bread for which the millions hunger, 

  words that tell your love and care. 

 Refrain 
  © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 
  Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 BLESSING 

Pastor: May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and these gifts of Christ’s body and  

 blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

People: Amen 

 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Assistant: Let us pray. 

People: In this meal, O God, you have come to us, and we are renewed in soul 

and body. Strengthen us in our calling to serve you, and help us share 

your redeeming love with all, through Jesus Christ, our Bread. Amen 
   From Sundays & Seasons 2005 (edited) © 2004 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 
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SSEENNDDIINNGG  

 BENEDICTION 

Pastor: Grace from God’s own heart, peace  from the Child in the manger, and 

 strength and hope from the Spirit of life to you this day and forever. 

People: Amen 

 CLOSING HYMN “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” ELW 314 (red book)

 1. Arise, your light has come! 

  The Spirit’s call obey; 

  show forth the glory of your God 

  which shines on you today. 

 2. Arise, your light has come! 

  Fling wide the prison door; 

  proclaim the captive’s liberty, 

  good tidings to the poor. 

 3. Arise, your light has come! 

  All you in sorrow born, 

  bind up the brokenhearted ones 

  and comfort those who mourn. 

 4. Arise, your light has come! 

  The mountains burst in song! 

  Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

  God’s pow’r will make us strong. 
 © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 SENDING 

 Assistant: Go in peace. Your light has come. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 From Sundays & Seasons 2003, © 2002 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688). 

 POSTLUDE  “From Heaven Above” Wilbur Held, comp. 

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer. 

The front section of our worship area is dedicated as quiet prayer space 

following the close of worship. God be with you. 
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F I R S T  I M M A N U E L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

“A Welcoming Community Centered in Christ’s Love, 

Joyfully Reaching Out Together” 

1816 NW Irving Street, Portland, Oregon 97209 

Phone: 503/226-3659 

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 AM―5 PM 

www.firstimmanuelluth.org 

office@firstimmanuelluth.org 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Every Member of First Immanuel 

Interim Pastors: Christine Core & Scott Dunfee 

Congregation President: Chris Weiss 

Office Manager: Debbie Rehn 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

Chris Weiss, President 

Andrew Drexler, Vice President 

Jeannette O’Brien, Secretary 

James Bash 

Amy Harrison 

Kevin Kindschuh 

Tyrell Servo 

Jane Sproul 

Chia Stockwell 

Jim Wick 

Maddie Wiens 

Leslie Wong 

Kent Fredrickson, Treasurer 

CALL COMMITTEE 

Brian Wilde, Chair 

Gary Andeen, Rachel Dietz, Lauren Kim, Tyrell Servo, Cora Traetow 

http://www.firstimmanuelluth.org/
mailto:office@firstimmanuelluth.org
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Note: For live links, please see our weekly e-news or website 

Thank you to everyone who donated poinsettias for the altar… 

 James Bash Kevin Kindschuh 
 Lilli Bradin Anneliese Knapp 
 Martha Driessnack & George Noble Calvin Rasmussen 
 Kent Fredrickson Emily & Ryan Traetow 
 Karl Jurisons Bobbi Varnes 
 Lauren Kim Anonymous 

Can you help with coffee time? 

Just bring some cookies or simple treats, your choice. Make two pots of 
coffee; the creamer/sugar are ready to go. Paper napkins and cups 
make clean-up super easy; just wash the coffee pots and a few utensils. 
Sign up on the chart in Fellowship Hall. You can also help by donating 

shelf-stable cookies, juice boxes or ground coffee. Thanks! 

Altar flowers needed 

Sign up on the flower chart in Fellowship Hall, or contact Debbie 
(503-226-3659, debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org) with your preferred 
date and any special dedication for the bulletin. Bring flowers on the 
Sunday you select. After worship, take your flowers home or leave 
them for the pastors to share with others on home visits. Thank you! 

Note: Thanks to a generous donor, you can be reimbursed for your flower purchase if you 
wish. Just ask Debbie for details (503-226-3659, debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org). 

Lutheran Choral Association presents: 
Christmas/Epiphany Concert 

Today at 4 PM 

at Peace Lutheran Church, 2201 N Rosa Parks Way 

Sue Thompson Armentrout, Director 
Karl Jurisons, Pianist 

No charge for admission…Free Will Offering 

mailto:debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org
mailto:debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org
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