WELCOME! < Welcome! We are glad you have joined us for worship. We are a
Reconciling In Christ congregation and welcome people of every race,
ethnic background, social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation
and gender identity. Together in our diversity, we seek to embrace the
love God offers us in Jesus the Crucified and Risen Christ.

HOLY < You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in

COMMUNION Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. If you are joining from home,
please set your table with bread or crackers and wine or grape juice. We
are prepared and worthy to receive Holy Communion when we come
with an open heart, trusting that God’s love is for us.

RECORDING < First Immanuel is committed to connect with people who are unable to
be with us in person for worship. Please note that we are connected by
Zoom and through YouTube. And as such, video recording takes place
throughout the service.

CHILDREN < We encourage children to participate with their families in worship. It is
our custom to invite children to come forward for a special message from
the Pastor just before the sermon. Parents are welcome to join them. A
play area with a nursing area and changing table is downstairs. Please
ask an usher.

FLOWERS < Altar flowers today are given to the glory of God by Martha Driessnack.
COFFEE < Please join us for coffee downstairs in Fellowship Hall after worship.
MASKS < Masks are an effective way to protect us from infection. We are currently

mask optional. We encourage frequent hand washing and use of hand
sanitizer, and that you stay current on your vaccinations.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

PASTOR Ellen Williams
ASSISTING MINISTER James Bash
LECTOR George Noble
ACOLYTE Skipper Bessette
COMMUNION PREPARATION Martha Driessnack
CHOIR DIRECTOR Ralph Nelson
ORGANIST Karl Jurisons
VIOLINIST Sara Watts

CAMERA/SOUND TECH Richard Wong



First Immanuel Lutheran Church
1816 NW Irving Street
Portland, Oregon

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
HOLY COMMUNION

12 July 2026
GATHERING
GATHERING MUSIC “Fugue in C” Johann Krieger, comp.
WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES
SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AS A BELL IS TOLLED
* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM READ
Pastor: ~ During this Season of Pentecost, we remember that we are baptized by water

and the Spirit.
As water is poured...

People: We praise you, O God, for the gift of water that sustains life, and above
all we praise you for the gift of new life in the dying and rising of Jesus.
Shower us with your Spirit and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace and love.

Pastor: ~ There is one body and one Spirit,

People: one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God, who is Creator of all, above
all, through all, and in all! O come, let us worship the Lord!

%  Please stand as you feel able.



* GATHERING HYMN “Morning Has Broken” ELW 556 (red book)

1. Morning has broken Praise for the sweetness
like the first morning; of the wet garden,
blackbird has spoken sprung in completeness
like the first bird. where God’s feet pass.
Praise for the singing! 3. Mine is the sunlight!
Praise for the morning! Mine is the morning,
Praise for them springing born of the one light
fresh from the Word! Eden saw play!
2. Sweet the rain’s new fall, Praise with elation,
sunlit from heaven, praise ev’ry morning,
like the first dewfall God’s recreation
on the first grass. of the new day!

© Miss Eleanor Farjeon Will Trust,
by permission of David Higham Associates.
#* THE APOSTOLIC GREETING READ

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People:  And also with you.

* KYRIE SING: P. 203 (red book)
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.

2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW).



* HYMN OF PRAISE

1.

Glory be to God in heaven;

peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation,
Father of surpassing worth:

we exalt you, we adore you,

we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you;
here on earth our songs we raise.
Glory be to Christ forever,

Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior,
you have come from heav’n above;

* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray together.

People:

SING: P. 204 (red book)

on the cross you died to save us;
now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us;
in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you;
Lord alone, to you we call;

Holy One in faith we name you,
God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit,
in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit,
glory be to God on high!

© 1990 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW).

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen

WORD

SPECIAL MUSIC

THE FIRST READING

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation.
Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.

Lector:
People:

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

“Alleluia” from Exultate Jubilate

From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

W.A. Mozart, comp.
Isaiah 55:10-13

From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.



THE PSALM Psalm 65:9-13
Lector:  You nourish and water the land—greatly you have enriched it.

People: The streams of God are full of water; you provide us with grain as you
ordained.

Lector:  Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows, breaking up its
clods, softening it with showers, blessing its yield.

People:  You have crowned the year with your bounty and your paths overflow
with a rich harvest;

Lector:  the untilled meadows overflow with abundance, and rejoicing clothes the
hills.

People:  The fields are covered with flocks and the valleys are blanketed with
grain. They shout and sing for joy!

THE SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways.
The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives
and gives us the promise of resurrected life.
From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
Lector:  Word of God, word of life.

People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE SING: P. 205 (red book)

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW).

THE GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, O Lord.

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s
word by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news
produces different results in those who hear.
From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.



* GOSPEL RESPONSE

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME
THE SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

1. God of the fertile fields,
shaper of earth that yields
our daily bread:
forth from your bounteous hand
come gifts your love has planned,
that all in ev’ry land
be clothed and fed.

2. We would be stewards true,
holding in trust from you
all that you give;
help us in love to share,
teach us like you to care
for people ev’rywhere,
that all may live.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

“God of the Fertile Fields”
3. As grows the hidden seed

Pastor Ellen Williams
Pastor Ellen Williams

ACS 1063 (blue book)

to fruit that serves our need,
SO your reign grows.

Let all our toil be used,

no gift of yours abused,

no humble task refused
your love bestows.

God of the countryside,

dear to the Christ who died
to make us one:

we pledge our lives anew

in faithful love to you.

Guide all we say and do.
Your will be done.

© 1955, ren. 1983 The Hymn Society,
admin. Hope Publishing Co.
Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

Assistant: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs

of the world.

After each petition...

Assistant: God of grace,
People:  hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude...

Pastor:  Trusting that you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus Christ our Savior.

People: Amen

From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.



HOLY COMMUNION

* SHARING THE PEACE
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

GATHERING OF GIFTS “Adagio” L. van Beethoven, comp.

* SETTING THE TABLE “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing” ELW 531 (red book)

1. The trumpets sound, the angels sing, Take your place at
the feast is ready to begin. the table of the King.
The gates of heav’n are open wide, The feast is ready to begin,
and Jesus welcomes you inside. the feast is ready to begin.
Refrain: 3. The hungry heart he satisfies,
Sing with thankfulness offers the poor his paradise.
songs of pure delight. Now hear all heav’n
Come and revel and earth applaud
in heaven’s love and light. the amazing goodness of the Lord.
Refrain

© 1989 Make Way Music, admin. Integrity Music, Inc.
Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).
Assistant: Let us pray together.

People: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take
heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste
your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
abiding with us now and forever. Amen

From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...
6



People:

SING: P. 207 (red book)
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might;
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW).

* THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify,
you we worship and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled
the globe with air; you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the
lands with water. You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than
the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites and
cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be
adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of
Jesus.

In the night in which he was betrayed...Do this for the remembrance of me.
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new
creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his death and
resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We await his coming, when,
with the world made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows
will be no more.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and
this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses
us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the
fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all
the world.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received
the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and
bound to you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through
whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.

Amen



* THE LORD’S PRAYER PRAY

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

#* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are welcome at Christ’s table, where the risen Christ meets us and strengthens
us for God’s work in the world. Please follow the ushers’ directions to come forward;
those worshiping at home are invited to receive as serving begins. White grape juice is

in the center cups, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request. If you prefer

a blessing, come forward with your arms folded across your chest.

LAMB OF GOD SING: P. 208 (red book)
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
From Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (Augsburg Fortress lic. 15068-ELW).



COMMUNION HYMN “For the Fruit of All Creation” ELW 679 (red book)

1. For the fruit of all creation, 3. For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God. thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev’ry nation, For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God. thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, For the wonders that astound us,
silent growth while we are sleeping, for the truths that still confound us,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping, most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God. thanks be to God.
2. In the just reward of labor, © 1970 Hope Publishing Co.

. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).
God’s will is done.

In the help we give our neighbor,
God’s will is done.

In our worldwide task of caring

for the hungry and despairing,

in the harvests we are sharing,
God’s will is done.

COMMUNION HYMN 2 “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” ELW 721 (red book)

Goodness is stronger than evil;
love is stronger than hate;

light is stronger than darkness;
life is stronger than death;

vict’ry is ours, vict’ry is ours,
through God who loves us.

Vict’ry is ours, vict’ry is ours,
through God who loves us.

Repeat...
Text: © 1995 Desmond Tutu, admin. Doubleday (a div. of Random House, Inc.).

* BLESSING

Pastor: ~ May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and these gifts of Christ’s body and
blood strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever.

People: Amen



*  POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assistant: Let us pray together:

People: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through
this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now
and forever. Amen

SENDING

* BENEDICTION

Pastor: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, " one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always.
People: Amen From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
* SENDING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” ELW 550 (red book)
1. On what has now been sown 3. Oh, grant that each of us,
your blessing, Lord, bestow; now met before you here,
the pow’r is yours alone may meet together thus
to make it sprout and grow. when you and yours appear,
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, and follow you to heav’n, our home.
and yours alone shall be the praise! E’en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come!
2. To you our wants are known, © Public domain.

from you are all our pow’rs;

accept what is your own

and pardon what is ours.

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive
and to your word a blessing give.

* SENDING
Assistant: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
People: Thanks be to God. From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.
POSTLUDE “Trumpet Voluntary” Thomas Dupuis, comp.

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer.
The front section of our worship area is dedicated as quiet prayer space
following the close of worship. God be with you.
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FIRST IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

“A Welcoming Community Centered in Christ’s Love,
Joyfully Reaching Out Together”

1816 NW Irving Street, Portland, Oregon 97209
Phone: 503/226-3659
Office Hours: Mon.-Thu., 9 AM—5 PM
www.firstimmanuelluth.org
office@firstimmanuelluth.org

MINISTRY TEAM

Every Member of First Immanuel
Pastor: Ellen Williams
Congregation President: Chris Weiss
Office & Facilities Manager: Debbie Rehn

CHURCH COUNCIL

Chris Weiss, President
Andrew Drexler, Vice President
Jeannette O’Brien, Secretary
Pat Andeen
James Bash
Amy Harrison
Calvin Rasmussen
Jane Sproul
Ryan Traetow
Bobbi Varnes
Ellyn Wheeler
Leslie Wong

Kent Fredrickson, Treasurer

Meet with Pastor Ellen

Want to connect with Pastor Ellen?
Schedule a time on her calendar, email her, or call the church office.
pastorellen@firstimmanuelluth.org 503-226-3659 x. 402
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http://www.firstimmanuelluth.org/
mailto:office@firstimmanuelluth.org
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendly.com%2Fpastorellen-firstimmanuelluth%2F60&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C95dfa9011b2545f568c408ded2364b75%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639179327777970295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2deZiK1RX50wWgp8IVg75Y5PXWYCNMjkdBFHioT29cQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pastorellen@firstimmanuelluth.org

Note: For live links, please see our weekly e-news or website

Upcycle your sneakers, and walk for a good cause FTI;,-% KAMWENGE SECONDARY

Our faith neighbor, First Presbyterian Church, is holding two
fundraisers to help build new dormitories at the Kamwenge
Secondary & Vocational School in Uganda:

Used Sneakers Drive: Donate your old sneakers, from gently
used to completely tattered! First Presbyterian will send them
to Got Sneakers, where they’ll be resold or recycled into - =
playground material. The proceeds will go to Partners in Mission, the 501(c)(3) charity that
supports the Kamwenge School. Just bring your old sneakers to church and put them in the
marked box in Fellowship Hall.

Walk the Wildwood: Join First Presbyterian folks on Saturday, August 8, for a walk at the
Hoyt Arboretum (get details and register here by Aug. 1). Enjoy a guided forest walk and
catered box lunch, and hear stories from the Kamwenge School. It’s an opportunity to
meet some First Presbyterian neighbors too.

Support Lift UP’s Soup & Ramen Drive

As food insecurity continues to rise across Portland,
LI FT simple comfort foods like canned soup and ramen can
? FOOD BRINGS US TOGETHER make a meaningful difference for seniors, families, and
neighbors facing hard times. We’re collecting canned
soups (especially low-sodium and pop-top options) along
with ramen cups and bowls to help stock Lift UP’s pantry shelves with easy-to-prepare
meals. Many of the seniors served by Lift UP experience mobility and dexterity challenges,
making pop-top cans and convenient meal options especially important. Together, we can
help provide warmth, nourishment, and dignity — one bowl, cup, and can at a time.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! ?’
Save the Dates: August 10-13, 5:45-7:30 PM o

Ages 3 th h grade school
ges rough grade schoo ‘B’Ac ATION

More details coming soon! Register online now at SCHOOL
www.firstimmanuelluth.org. We hope you can join us and bring a friend! Questions? Or
prefer to register by phone? Call Debbie at the church office (503-226-3659).

Enjoy a Simple Dinner, Song, Story, Art, Games
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https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61%26id%3Dfc62993d91%26e%3De666843473&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7Cbdf7d5fb23f24911413708ddb41d780e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C638864760878260242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BnVsEka1O4uuXLxj0wFVN92zXiO1E3SbtJcxBl91GCA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61%26id%3D5e975ebb67%26e%3De666843473&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7Cbdf7d5fb23f24911413708ddb41d780e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C638864760878276666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=11ncVTIhQ%2FgtZ4xwU1hPWsF87rlbxiowdTk8qJf3K2c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61%26id%3D7dbfce4e6f%26e%3De666843473&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7Cbdf7d5fb23f24911413708ddb41d780e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C638864760878292617%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t2bkMyH0VgFpauFSOzo8Tk1y4PMDTcwI%2BN1im%2FqKeIw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffirstimmanuelluth.us10.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D0fe53f59a8aa1e102f2107f61%26id%3D7010ea86f2%26e%3De666843473&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7Cbdf7d5fb23f24911413708ddb41d780e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C638864760878308741%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ed%2BkvpZE%2BA1mvFHK3A3yVATX7YLCWrpesQ8ffUzg8JU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.firstimmanuelluth.org/

Mark Your Calendars for FILC Summer Potlucks!
Aug. 1 and Aug. 22
Come one, come all to our summer potlucks! Bring some
food to share and some lawn chairs.
e August 1,4 PM: at the Wildes' home
(annapwilde@gmail.com or 503-440-7359 for RSVP
and directions)

e August 22, 4 PM: at Kevin Kindshuh's home
(kevin@kindschuh.org for RSVP and directions)

We hope to see you to enjoy food, company, and conversation in our wonderful summer
weather!

It's Pickles Time!

Come spend an evening at the
ballpark with your FILC friends on
Friday, July 24. The game starts at
7:05 PM at Walker Stadium (Lents
Park in SE Portland). The church
purchased a group of seats, so it's
free to attend, but you’ll need to arrange your own transportation to and from the
stadium. First-come, first-served, so be sure to email Tammy VanDeGrift ASAP to get the
number of tickets you want (tammy.vandegrift@gmail.com). All ages will enjoy this
baseball spectacle. And the theme for the night is Prince, so fans are encouraged to wear
purple!

Coffee Hour Help Needed

Just bring some cookies or simple treats, your choice. Make
two pots of coffee; the creamer/sugar are ready to go. Paper
napkins and cups make clean-up super easy; just wash the
coffee pots and a few utensils. Sign up on the chart in
Fellowship Hall. You can also help by donating shelf-stable
cookies, juice boxes or ground coffee. Thanks!
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Sunday, July 12, 2026

7th Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13
For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven
and do not return there until they have
watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
50 shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish: that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
2For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;
the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.
BInstead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the LorD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11
Therefore there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus. *For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from
the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do:
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in
the flesh, *so that the just requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according
to the flesh but according to the Spirit. °For those
who live according to the flesh set their minds on
the things of the flesh, but those who live accord-
ing to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. °To set the mind on the flesh is death,
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
"For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—
indeed, it cannot, ®and those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit,
since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. °But if Christ is in you, then the body is
dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. "'If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat
beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. *And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower
went out to sow. *And as he sowed, some seeds fell
on a path, and the birds came and ate them up.
*Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. °But when the sun
rose, they were scorched, and since they had no
root, they withered away. “Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
80Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth
grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
°If you have ears, hear!”

18“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. "When
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on
the path. 2°As for what was sown on rocky ground,
this is the one who hears the word and immedi-
ately receives it with joy, ?'yet such a person has no
root but endures only for a while, and when trou-
ble or persecution arises on account of the word,
that person immediately falls away. *?As for what
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears
the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. *But
as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed
bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Next Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 44:6-8 or Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19; Psalm 86:11-17; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.
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