WELCOME!

 Welcome! We are glad that you have come to First Immanuel this morning
to worship God. We welcome people of every race, ethnic background,
social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation and gender identity.
We are a Reconciling In Christ congregation. Together, in our diversity,
we seek to embrace the love God offers us in Jesus Christ.

COVID
PROTOCOLS

 In order to protect our more vulnerable members, we strongly
recommend that all worshipers in the sanctuary are vaccinated, masked,
and distanced.

HOLY
COMMUNION

 You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in
Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. We are prepared and worthy
to receive the sacrament when we come with a believing heart, trusting
that God’s love is for us.

NURSERY

 We encourage children to participate with their families in the worship
service. Nursery care is also available during worship for children aged
five and younger. We have a changing table and nursing area downstairs.
Please ask an usher for directions.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE
PASTORS
ASSISTING MINISTER
USHERS
COMMUNION PREPARATION
CHOIR DIRECTOR
ORGANIST
CAMERA TECH
ZOOM HOST
NURSERY

Aaron Couch & Melinda Wagner
James Bash
Kent Fredrickson & Bobbi Varnes
Lauren Kim
Ralph Nelson
Karl Jurisons
Calvin Rasmussen
Chia Stockwell
Kim Verser
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GATHERING
GATHERING MUSIC

“Wachet auf”

J.S. Bach, comp.

WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES
SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

Emily & Cora Traetow

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” V. 1: ELW 257 (red book)
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
Reader 1: Blessed are you, O God, for you promise to transform weapons of war into
implements of planting and harvest and to teach us your way of peace; you
promise that our night of sin is far gone and your day of salvation is dawning.
Reader 2: As we light the first candle on this wreath, wake us from our sleep, wrap us
in your light, empower us to live honorably, and guide us along your path of
peace.
Reader 1: O people of God,
People: let us walk in the light of the Lord. Amen
From Sundays & Seasons 2020, © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” V. 2: ELW 257 (red book)
O come, O Wisdom from on high, embracing all things far and nigh:
in strength and beauty come and stay; teach us your will and guide our way.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
Text st. 2 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).
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“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
ELW 244 (red book)
1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
3. The saints, who here in patience
and let your lights appear;
their cross and suff’rings bore,
the evening is advancing,
shall live and reign forever
and darker night is near.
when sorrow is no more.
The bridegroom is arising
Around the throne of glory
and soon is drawing nigh.
the Lamb they shall behold;
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
in triumph cast before him
at midnight comes the cry.
their diadems of gold.
2. The watchers on the mountain
4. Our hope and expectation,
proclaim the bridegroom near;
O Jesus, now appear;
go forth as he approaches
arise, O Sun so longed for,
with alleluias clear.
o’er this benighted sphere.
The marriage feast is waiting;
With hearts and hands uplifted,
the gates wide open stand.
we plead, O Lord, to see
Arise, O heirs of glory;
the day of earth’s redemption
the bridegroom is at hand.
that sets your people free!
OPENING HYMN

© Public domain.

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

Pastor:
People:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

THE KYRIE

SING

Assistant: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Refrain:

Assistant: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain)
Assistant: For the peace of the whole world, the well-being of the church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. (Refrain)
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Assistant: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord. (Refrain)
Assistant: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
People:

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray.
Eternal God, through long generations you prepared a way for the
coming of your Son, and by your Spirit you still bring light to illumine
our paths. Renew us in faith and hope that we may welcome Christ to
direct our thoughts and fill our hearts. To you be glory always. Amen
From Book of Common Worship, edited, © 1993 Westminster/John Knox Press.

WORD
“Prepare Thyself, Zion”

ANTHEM

J.S. Bach, comp.

Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and
the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!”

THE FIRST LESSON

From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.

Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn.
We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

THE SECOND LESSON

From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

SING
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Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about
deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake,
be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

THE GOSPEL

From Sundays & Seasons 2023, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.

CHILDREN’S TIME

Pastor Melinda Wagner

THE SERMON

“The King Shall Come”
ELW 260 (red book)
1. The King shall come
4. Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
when morning dawns
shall dawn upon our race
and light triumphant breaks,
the day when Christ
when beauty gilds the eastern hills
in splendor comes,
and life to joy awakes.
and we shall see his face.
2. Not as of old a little child,
5. The King shall come
to bear and fight and die,
when morning dawns
but crowned with glory like the sun
and light triumphant breaks,
that lights the morning sky.
when beauty gilds the eastern hills
and life to joy awakes.
3. Oh, brighter than the rising morn
© Public domain.
when Christ, victorious, rose
and left the lonesome place of death,
despite the rage of foes.
HYMN OF THE DAY

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Assistant: As we wait in hope for our Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all people according to their needs.
After each petition…
Assistant: God of faithfulness,
People: hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude…
Pastor:
Hear our prayers, O God of steadfast love, as we wait and watch for all your
promises to be fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen
From Sundays & Seasons 2006, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).
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HOLY COMMUNION
SHARING THE PEACE

Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Sumor Gnist, comp.

GATHERING OF GIFTS

“Meditation on The King Shall Come”
“The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing”
1. The trumpets sound, the angels sing,
Take your place at
the feast is ready to begin.
the table of the King.
The gates of heav’n are open wide,
The feast is ready to begin,
and Jesus welcomes you inside.
the feast is ready to begin.
Refrain:
3. The hungry heart he satisfies,
Sing with thankfulness
offers the poor his paradise.
songs of pure delight.
Now hear all heav’n
Come and revel
and earth applaud
in heaven’s love and light.
the amazing goodness of the Lord.
Refrain
SETTING THE TABLE

© 1989 Make Way Music, admin. Integrity
Music, Inc. Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).

Assistant: Let us pray. Gracious God,
People: you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless
all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your
blessing. In the name of Jesus, Immanuel, we pray. Amen
From Sundays & Seasons 2021, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Pastor:

SING

It is indeed right and good…we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

People:

© GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

6

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Pastor:
People:

Holy God, our Salvation and our Hope….
To you, O God, be praise and glory, now and forever.
Amen

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Pastor:

The gifts of God for the people of God. Welcome to the Lord’s table.

LAMB OF GOD

SING

© GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

All are welcome at Christ’s table, where we believe the risen Christ is present to
strengthen us to share in God’s loving purposes for the world. To receive Holy
Communion in a low-touch manner, the ushers will direct you up the center aisle
to receive bread or a gluten-free wafer from a pastor. After receiving the bread,
step aside to a station where you may eat the bread and drink an individual cup
of red wine or white grape juice. Please take your used cup back to your seat,
where an usher will collect it.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN 1

1. He came down
that we may have love;
he came down
that we may have love;
he came down
that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.
2. He came down
that we may have light;
he came down
that we may have light;
he came down
that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

“He Came Down”
ELW 253 (red book)
3. He came down
that we may have peace;
he came down
that we may have peace;
he came down
that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.
4. He came down
that we may have joy;
he came down
that we may have joy;
he came down
that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.
© 1986 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.
Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

“Wait for the Lord”
ELW 262 (red book)
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! (Repeat)
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 2

© 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”
ELW 484 (red book)
Refrain:
3. Is not the cup we bless and share
You satisfy the hungry heart
the blood of Christ outpoured?
with gift of finest wheat.
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare
Come give to us, O saving Lord,
our oneness in the Lord?
the bread of life to eat.
Refrain
1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep,
4. The myst’ry of your presence, Lord,
they know and heed his voice;
no mortal tongue can tell:
so when you call your fam’ly, Lord,
whom all the world cannot contain
we follow and rejoice.
comes in our hearts to dwell.
Refrain
Refrain
© 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia. Used by permission.
2. With joyful lips we sing to you
our praise and gratitude
that you should
count us worthy, Lord,
to share this heav’nly food.
Refrain
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 3
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“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
ELW 528 (red book)
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy.
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia! (Repeat)

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 4

© 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

BLESSING

Pastor:
People:

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen us and
keep us in God’s grace.
Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Assistant: Let us pray.
People: God of wonder, we give thanks that you have fed us once again with this
foretaste of the feast to come. Strengthen us through this gift to serve
our neighbors with joy, that all may come to see your glory reflected in
the lives of your people; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen
From Sundays & Seasons 2014 © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

SENDING
BENEDICTION

Pastor:
People:

May the holy and living God  bless you in darkness and in light, in
fasting and in feasting, in sadness and in joy.
Amen
From Sundays & Seasons 2017, © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
ELW 254 (red book)
1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
2. Born thy people to deliver,
born to set thy people free;
born a child, and yet a king;
from our fears and sins release us;
born to reign in us forever,
let us find our rest in thee.
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
By thine own eternal Spirit
hope of all the earth thou art,
rule in all our hearts alone;
dear desire of ev’ry nation,
by thine all-sufficient merit
joy of ev’ry longing heart.
raise us to thy glorious throne.
CLOSING HYMN

© Public domain.
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SENDING

Assistant: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
From Sundays & Seasons 2009, © 2008 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

ORGAN POSTLUDE

“Toccata on Creator of the Starry Night”

Pietro Yon, comp.

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer.
The front section of our worship area is dedicated as quiet prayer space
following the close of worship. God be with you.

Advent Workshop returns after worship today!
Enjoy wreath-making, crafts, refreshments
Join us to celebrate the First Sunday in Advent! In this season
we prepare our spirits for the birth of Jesus. After church today,
we’ll enjoy a simple gathering in Fellowship Hall to create
wreaths and greenery and try a craft that’s great for both kids
and adults: Danish heart baskets to hold treats and remind us
of God’s love. Join us for great company and festive fun!

Sunday, Dec. 4―Holiday Bake Sale
Saturday, Dec. 3 at 1 PM―Online Baking Day
Deliciousness abounds at the Holiday Bake Sale—proceeds
benefit youth events. If you love to bake or make treats, consider
donating them to the bake sale. Just bring them to the church
kitchen that morning (either already packaged, or “as is” and the
elves will package them for you). If you love to eat, you can bring
cash/check/Venmo to purchase goodies after church.
Special event for online bakers: Saturday, Dec. 3 at 1 PM on Zoom. This one will be a little
different―everyone will bake their favorite holiday treats while we chat and see each
other’s creations. Bakers are invited to bring portioned sets of goodies to donate to our
Bake Sale on Sunday, Dec. 4, to support our church youth. Hope to see you and your baked
goods on Zoom!
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Christmas tree decorating: Saturday, Dec. 3 at 10 AM
A group will gather on Dec. 3 to decorate the
Christmas tree for the sanctuary. This year we’ll be
putting up a smaller tree...a big “Thank You!” to Jim
Wick, who donated it!...and you’re invited to help
with decorating at 10 AM. It’s a fun way to welcome
the season. We hope to see you there!

Next Forum starts Dec. 4―The Book of Joy:
Lasting Happiness in a Changing World
by His Holiness the Dalai Lama & Archbishop Desmond Tutu
Feeling the pain of the world and recognizing how many are struggling
with isolation and despair, His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu met one last time before Tutu’s passing to create a final
gift―poignant, practical, and often humorous teachings on how we can
live with more Joy, even during deeply troubled times. Books are free
through a Thrivent grant, contact pastormelinda@firstimmanuelluth.org to claim yours!

Sunday, Dec. 11: Children’s Christmas Program & Santa Lucia
On Sunday, December 11, the children of
First Immanuel will help us hear how the
Christmas story is surprising good news.
God has come to us in the birth of a baby!
Join us in worship at 11 AM to celebrate
God’s gift of grace and peace. At the close of
worship we will celebrate the Crowning of
Saint Lucia, who reminds us how faith
shines to bring hope in this dark season.
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FILC Blood Drive, Dec. 9―Sign up today!
The Outreach Committee would like to partner with the American
Red Cross to hold a blood drive on Friday, Dec. 9, Noon-5:15 PM
in Fellowship Hall. This is a wonderful way to give back to the
community. There is a critical shortage of blood in the US
currently, and donations are low during the holidays. We need a
minimum of 20-25 donors for a successful drive. If you are interested, please email Lauren
Kim (laurenhhkim@gmail.com) or sign up through the Red Cross. Click here to make an
appointment. Thank you!

Special Year-End Gifts are Encouraged
Thank you for pledging!
As the year draws to a close, your FILC Church Council
invites you to consider a special 2022 year-end gift to First
Immanuel. Our goal for year-end giving is at least $25,000
to replace lost rental income from the months when
Sodergren Hall was without tenants, and also to assist in a
budget shortfall that is exceeding expectations. The Council
sincerely thanks all our members and friends who continue
to generously provide for First Immanuel’s ministry through regular giving. If you have not
yet returned a completed pledge card for 2022, please do so at your earliest convenience
by mail or delivering to church. Thank you for your faithful partnership in sharing God’s
good news!
—FILC Stewardship Team & Council

Giving Tree donations for Gallagher Plaza
Every December we have the chance to brighten Christmas for
our neighbors who live at Gallagher Plaza low-income
apartments. We’ll use your contributions to buy Fred Meyer gift
cards for each Gallagher Plaza resident—the only gift some will
receive this holiday season. Three great ways to give: take a red
envelope from the tree at church; donate online at
www.firstimmanuelluth.org; or mail a donation to church marked clearly for “Giving
Tree/Gallagher Plaza.” We’d love to match last year’s $25 gift card for every resident.
Thank you for sharing!
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Staying Healthy: Vaccinations
Caring doctors from FILC would like to remind everyone that it’s
time to get flu shots and the new bivalent Covid booster which
protects against some strains of Omicron. Appointments are
available at many pharmacies, and here’s one that accepts
walk-ins and has been named Oregon’s “Immunization
Champion”: LeCare Pharmacy, 1619 NE 42nd Avenue, Portland OR 97213, 971-358-6888.
Open 6 days, park at nearby Trader Joe’s. To your good health!

Lift UP Fall Food & Fund Drive―through Nov. 30
The need to ensure healthy and nutritious food for our neighbors
is critical now more than ever. Due to inflation, grocery store
purchases are tracking 13.5% higher than they were in August of
2021. Our neighbors appreciate being able to count on Lift UP
food pantry and food boxes to help ease the burden of inflation. How can you help?
1. Bring food items to worship or church office―Most wanted are: peanut butter & other
nut butters, canned fruits & veggies, low sodium items, shelf stable dairy & non-dairy milk,
whole grain cereal & breakfast items, whole grain pasta, canned tuna & other meats.
2. Give to Lift UP Collective Fund Food Drive―Donate online, every $5 equals 15 meals.
3. Volunteer Your Time―Lift UP volunteers help keep food programs going. Explore
opportunities at www.lifturbanportland.org.

Share a cup of coffee after church
It’s great to chat in Fellowship Hall again! We’re keeping
refreshments simple―store-bought cookies, juice boxes,
and coffee served from the kitchen window. All food and
supplies are provided―we do need Sunday hosts to set
items out and make one pot of coffee. To host, contact
Tammy (tammy.vandegrift@gmail.com) or sign up in Fellowship Hall. Important health
note: We are continuing to mask for the worship service, since this is a highly effective way
to protect each other, but masks are optional for social time. An air purifier has been
donated for Fellowship Hall, and we continue to strongly recommend vaccination for
everyone.
―FILC Congregational Life Team & Covid Task Force
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