WELCOME! < Welcome! We are glad you have joined us for worship. We are a
Reconciling In Christ congregation and welcome people of every race,
ethnic background, social status, physical limitation, sexual orientation,
and gender identity. Together in our diversity, we seek to embrace the
love God offers us in Jesus the Crucified and Risen Christ.

HOLY < You are invited to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness and new life in

COMMUNION Christ at God’s table of Holy Communion. If you are joining from home,
please set your table with bread or crackers and wine or grape juice. We
are prepared and worthy to receive Holy Communion when we come
with an open heart, trusting that God’s love is for us.

RECORDING < First Immanuel is committed to connect with people who are unable to
be with us in person for worship. Please note that we are connected by
Zoom and through YouTube. And as such, video recording takes place
throughout the service.

CHILDREN < We encourage children to participate with their families in worship. It is
our custom to invite children to come forward for a special message from
the Pastor just before the sermon. Parents are welcome to join them. A
play area with a nursing area and changing table is downstairs. Please
ask an usher.

FLOWERS < Altar flowers today are given to the glory of God by Joan and John Beck.

COFFEE < Please join us downstairs in Fellowship Hall for coffee following
worship, hosted by Amy Harrison.

MASKS < Masks are an effective way to protect us from infection. We are currently
mask optional. We encourage frequent hand washing and use of hand
sanitizer, and that you stay current on your vaccinations.

PARTICIPANTS IN THE SERVICE

PASTOR Ellen Williams
ASSISTING MINISTER James Bash
LECTOR Karl Jurisons
ACOLYTE Amy Harrison
USHERS Lilli Bradin & Jeannette O’Brien
COMMUNION PREPARATION Martha Driessnack
CHOIR DIRECTOR Ralph Nelson
ORGANIST Karl Jurisons

CAMERA/SOUND TECH Richard Wong
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GATHERING

GATHERING MUSIC

WELCOME AND PARISH NOTES

“Nun bitten wir den heiligen Geist”

HOLY COMMUNION

4 QOctober 2026

D. Buxtehude, comp.

SILENT PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AS A BELL IS TOLLED

* GATHERING HYMN “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” ELW 835 (red book)

1.

*

All creatures,
worship God most high!
Sound ev’ry voice in earth and sky:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;
sing, sister moon and stars at night:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!

Sing, brother wind;
with clouds and rain
you grow the gifts of fruit and grain:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Dear sister water, useful, clear,
make music for your Lord to hear:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!

Please stand as you feel able.

3. Sing, brother fire,

so mirthful, strong;
drive far the shadows, join the throng:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Dear mother earth, so rich in care,
praise God in colors bright and rare:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,
alleluia, alleluia!

O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God

with humble heart:

Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia,

alleluia, alleluia!

© 1997 Augsburg Fortress (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).



* THE APOSTOLIC GREETING READ

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People:  And also with you.
* KYRIE SING: PAGE 3 NFC (inside back cover, red book)
Leader: In peace, in peace, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.
Leader:  For the Reign of God and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.
Leader:  For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to
live your Word, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy.
Leader:  Help, save, and defend us, O God.
P eople: Amen © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).
* HYMN OF PRAISE SING: PAGE 4 NFC (red book, inside back cover)
Refrain: 2. Power and riches, wisdom and might,
Now the feast and celebration, all honor and glory to Christ forever.
all of creation sings for joy Refrain
to the God of life 3. For God has come to dwell with us,
and love and freedom, to make us people of God;
praise and glory forevermore! to make all things new.
1. Now is the feast Refrain

of the Lamb once slain,

whose blood has freed and united us
to be one great people of God.

Refrain

© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net



* PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray together.

People: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the
inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by
your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

BLESSING OF THE PETS

St. Francis of Assisi saw God’s goodness reflected in all creation—human beings and
animals, sun and moon, trees and rivers. He called them “Brother” and “Sister,”
recognizing that we are all beloved members of God’s family.

Today, we celebrate our animal companions and give thanks for the joy, comfort, and

love they bring into our lives. Whether your pet is here with us or represented by a photo
or special item, you are invited to bring them forward for a blessing.

WORD
CHOIR ANTHEM “Prayer of St. Francis” Sebastian Temple, comp.
THE FIRST READING Isaiah 5:1-7

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God
and Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God’s
loving care, the vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “wild grapes” of injustice
and distress, when fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.
From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

Lector:  Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing
in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ.
The power of Christ’s resurrection motivates him to press on toward
the ultimate goal, life eternal with Christ.
From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

Lector:  Word of God, word of life.
People: Thanks be to God.



* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

* THE GOSPEL

SING: PAGE 7 NFC

Alleluia, alleluia,
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!
© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

Matthew 21:33-46
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
People:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.
From Sundays & Seasons 2026, © 2025 Augsburg Fortress.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME

THE SERMON

* HYMN OF THE DAY
1.

I come with joy, a child of God,
forgiven, loved, and free,

the life of Jesus to recall

in love laid down for me,

in love laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near
to find, as all are fed,

the new community of love

in Christ’s communion bread,

in Christ’s communion bread.

As Christ breaks bread,

and bids us share,
each proud division ends.

“I Come with Joy”

Pastor Ellen Williams
Pastor Ellen Williams

ELW 482 (red book)

The love that made us, makes us one,
and strangers now are friends,
and strangers now are friends.

The Spirit of the risen Christ,
unseen, but ever near,

is in such friendship better known,
alive among us here,

alive among us here.

Together met, together bound

by all that God has done,

we’ll go with joy, to give the world
the love that makes us one,

the love that makes us one.

© 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Co.
Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).



* THE APOSTLES CREED READ

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

After each petition...
Assistant: Hear us, O God.
People:  Your mercy is great.

HOLY COMMUNION

* SHARING THE PEACE
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.
People:  And also with you.

GATHERING OF GIFTS  “Sonata III: Andante tranquilo” F. Mendelssohn, comp.



* SETTING THE TABLE SING: PAGE 9 NFC

Refrain: 1. As this cup of blessing
As the grains of wheat is shared within our midst,
once scattered on the hill may we share the presence of your love.
were gathered into one Refrain

to become our bread;

so may all your people
from all the ends of earth
be gathered into one in you.

2. Let this be a foretaste
of all that is to come
when all creation shares
this feast with you.

Refrain

© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by
permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

Assistant: Let us pray together.

People:  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING SING: PAGE 10 NFC

Pastor: ~ The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: ~ Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:  Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...

People:  Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might;

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who comes in your name.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!
© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).



#* THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Pastor: Holy God, our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food...

... Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

People: Amen

* THE LORD’S PRAYER PRAY

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen

#* INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All are welcome to come to Christ’s table, or to remain seated for reflection and meditation.
Holy Communion is offered by intinction (dipping) today. The ushers will direct you down the
center aisle. Hold out your hand to receive the bread, then dip the bread into the cup. The dark

blue cup contains wine, the blue-green cup contains grape juice for those who wish it. If you

require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the pastor. To receive a pastoral blessing instead of
the bread and wine, simply fold your hands. Please return to your seat by the side aisle.

LAMB OF GOD SING: P. 13 NFC
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us, mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us, mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace.
© 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).



COMMUNION HYMN 1
1.

COMMUNION HYMN 2
1.

God of the sparrow God of the whale
God of the swirling stars

How does the creature say Awe

How does the creature say Praise

God the earthquake God of the storm
God of the trumpet blast

How does the creature cry Woe

How does the creature cry Save

God of the rainbow God of the cross
God of the empty grave

How does the creature say Grace
How does the creature say Thanks

Thy holy wings, O Savior,
spread gently over me,

and let me rest securely
through good and ill in thee.
Oh, be my strength and portion,
my rock and hiding place,

and let my ev’ry moment

be lived within thy grace.

Oh, let me nestle near thee,
within thy downy breast

where I will find sweet comfort
and peace within thy nest.

Oh, close thy wings around me
and keep me safely there,

for I am but a newborn

and need thy tender care.

* COMMUNION BLESSING

“God of the Sparrow”
4. God of the hungry God of the sick

“Thy Holy Wings”
3. Oh, wash me in the waters

ELW 740 (red book)

God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care How
does the creature say Life

God of the neighbor God of the foe
God of the pruning hook

How does the creature say Love
How does the creature say Peace
God of the ages God near at hand
God of the loving heart

How do your children say Joy
How do your children say Home

© 1983 Concordia Publishing House, admin. Hope Publishing Co.

Used by permission (OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

ELW 613 (red book)

of Noah’s cleansing flood.
Give me a willing spirit,

a heart both clean and good.
Oh, take into thy keeping

thy children great and small,
and while we sweetly slumber,
enfold us one and all.

© 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc.

Used by permission (CCLI lic. 1767054).



* GIVING THANKS “Thanks Be to You” SING: P. 14 NFC

1. Praise to you, O God of mercy, Strong is your faithfulness,
Thanks be to you forever! strong is your love,
Raising high the weak and lowly: rememb’ring your covenant
Thanks be to you forever! of life with us.
Strong is your faithfulness, 3. Praise to you, O God of mercy,
strong is your love, Thanks be to you forever!
rememb’ring your covenant Raising high the weak and lowly:
of life with us. Thanks be to you forever,
2. From of old you loved and sought us, Thanks be to you forever!
Thanks be to you forever! © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission

Truth and justice you have taught us:

(OneLicense.net lic. A-714688).

Thanks be to you forever!

* POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Assistant: Let us pray together:

People:  Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy
world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen

SENDING
* BENEDICTION

Pastor: ~ The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.

People: Amen

Pastor: The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

People: Amen

Pastor: The God of grace, ¥, bless you now and forever.

People: Amen



* SENDING HYMN
1.

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like

flow’rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.

All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.

#* SENDING

Assistant: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace
People:

POSTLUDE

Thanks be to God.

“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

“All Glory, Laud and Honor”

ELW 836 (red book)

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,
ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!

© Public domain.

G.F. Kauffmann, comp.

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary for prayer.
The front section of our worship area is dedicated as quiet prayer space
following the close of worship. God be with you.

10



FIRST IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH

“A Welcoming Community Centered in Christ’s Love,
Joyfully Reaching Out Together”

1816 NW Irving Street, Portland, Oregon 97209
Phone: 503/226-3659
Office Hours: Mon.—Thu., 9 AM—5 PM
www.firstimmanuelluth.org
office@firstimmanuelluth.org

MINISTRY TEAM

Every Member of First Immanuel
Pastor: Ellen Williams
Congregation President: Chris Weiss
Office & Facilities Manager: Debbie Rehn

CHURCH COUNCIL

Chris Weiss, President
Andrew Drexler, Vice President
Jeannette O’Brien, Secretary
Pat Andeen
James Bash
Amy Harrison
Calvin Rasmussen
Jane Sproul
Ryan Traetow
Bobbi Varnes
Ellyn Wheeler
Leslie Wong

Kent Fredrickson, Treasurer

Want to connect with Pastor Ellen?

Schedule a time on her calendar
Email her: pastorellen@firstimmanuelluth.org
Call or text her: 503-348-4326
Call the church office: 503-226-3659 x. 402

11



http://www.firstimmanuelluth.org/
mailto:office@firstimmanuelluth.org
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendly.com%2Fpastorellen-firstimmanuelluth%2F60&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C95dfa9011b2545f568c408ded2364b75%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639179327777970295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2deZiK1RX50wWgp8IVg75Y5PXWYCNMjkdBFHioT29cQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pastorellen@firstimmanuelluth.org

Note: For live links, please see our weekly e-news or website

Adult Forum, Sundays at 9:30 AM, in-person & online

The Adult Forum meets 9:30-10:30 AM every Sunday in the
Sodergren Library and on Zoom (Meeting ID: 978 8290 2756, Adult

Passcode: 848344). :
Foru

Our first study will consider the ELCA social statement
"Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust" which is under
reconsideration by the Churchwide Assembly. We will make
use of other materials from Reconciling Works as part of our
discussion, including their Pastoral Letter.

| hope you will join us for this important discussion.

—Pastor Ellen

Keep Choice on the Shelf! SNAP is changing,
but the grocery bill isn’t going anywhere

September is Hunger Action Month...and Lift Urban
Portland (Lift UP) has set a goal to collect 25,000 pounds
of food and raise $75,000. With the drastic changes to
SNAP benefits, more and more Oregonians are struggling
to feed themselves and their families. We can’t collect all
that food or money ourselves, but we can help Lift UP achieve this goal. Food donations
help keep more variety available. Financial contributions give Lift UP more flexibility to
purchase what is missing from their shelves.

Please bring food (canned soups, especially low sodium with pop tops, peanut and nut
butters, and other nonperishable, easy-to-prepare foods) to church, or simply donate
money ($10 = 7 meals, $25 = 17 meals, $50 = 34 meals) .Help Lift UP do what they do
best—to feed the hungry as Jesus feeds us each week.

Kids, see YOU in Sunday School next week!

This October, we'll meet on Sunday the 11th and 25th. Looking e
ahead, the schedule includes: Nov. 8 and 22, and Dec. 6 and 13
(Sunday ?School Christmas Program).

Sunday School

12


https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F97882902756%3Fpwd%3DbSrCpyDLbgYit0iWSG0sCeLsUi0CAS.1&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C166a053085014cefb82908df143026c4%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639251869177132685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1yvTGxQ26q%2FM%2B8cDmYyNd1zdpn8ywEITCZV9KjBylN8%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.elca.org%2Fcdn%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FHumanSexualityGiftandTrust2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C166a053085014cefb82908df143026c4%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639251869177154429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JfXCxpS4xXKIQde5VkIpUvw8wwDmXqxxH7uCZlAGFG8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reconcilingworks.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F08%2F2026-08-11-Pastoral-Letter-from-RWKS-on-HS-SS-Reconsideration-2.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDebbie%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C166a053085014cefb82908df143026c4%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639251869177167274%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qNJDbtcbqllWSlp9H2p2WVcXhK53c%2FJu8evg42I2WvQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FL0V9OJQPpwA%3Fe%3De666843473%26c2id%3D05ae6095bb980474e68257533f626ef6&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C372c7f3e572f4d9f7e4908df0eb9560e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639245861335560566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QRrTZtSyuSL8o3PycLP5KelRnGbtap8LSW%2BMSD766ek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FWY8RLiPxKgJ%3Fe%3De666843473%26c2id%3D05ae6095bb980474e68257533f626ef6&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C372c7f3e572f4d9f7e4908df0eb9560e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639245861335584020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S9eQyNCNLWjHgccRwdCoOUGrWNtl4qYb1e5Mrw2Igh8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam13.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FWY8RLiPxKgJ%3Fe%3De666843473%26c2id%3D05ae6095bb980474e68257533f626ef6&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40firstimmanuelluth.org%7C372c7f3e572f4d9f7e4908df0eb9560e%7C0d88072337164a4a9625769433050b94%7C0%7C0%7C639245861335584020%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S9eQyNCNLWjHgccRwdCoOUGrWNtl4qYb1e5Mrw2Igh8%3D&reserved=0

Remembering Francis of Assisi

Today—Sunday, October 4—Christians around the world
remember Francis of Assisi, whose life has become a witness 'Blessin
to simplicity, peace, compassion, and care for creation. R "6 the €

Animals, #

™

i

Francis grew up in a wealthy family in 13th-century Italy, but
his encounter with Christ led him toward a life of simplicity
and service. He cared for people who were poor and ﬁ
marginalized, sought peace, and developed a deep love for 'i .1:.( Qﬁ
God's creation.

Francis is especially remembered for his love of animals and the natural world. His Canticle
of the Creatures praises God through the sun, moon, water, earth, and all living things.
Because of this, October 4 has become a day when many Christian communities celebrate
creation and bless animals and pets.

Francis reminds us that faith is lived not only in what we believe, but in how we care for
God's world and one another.

Coffee Hour Help Needed

Just bring some cookies or simple treats, your choice. Make two
pots of coffee; the creamer/sugar are ready to go. Paper napkins
and cups make clean-up super easy; just wash the coffee pots and
a few utensils. Sign up on the chart in Fellowship Hall. You can also
help by donating shelf-stable cookies, juice boxes or ground coffee.
Thanks!

Altar flowers needed!

It's easy and a great way to honor God'’s gift of natural beauty. Sign up on the flower chart
in Fellowship Hall, or contact Debbie (503-226-3659,
debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org) with your preferred date
and any special dedication. Bring flowers on the Sunday you
select. After worship, take your flowers home or leave them
for the pastor to share with others on home visits.

Thanks to special donations to First Immanuel designated A
for altar flowers, you can be reimbursed for your flower & A

purchase, if you wish—just send a copy of your receipt to Debbie at the church office
(debbie@firstimmanuelluth.org).
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Sunday, October 4, 2026

19th Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
[not printed]

Psalm 80:7-15

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] If anyone else has reason to be
confident in the flesh, I have more: *circum-
cised on the eighth day, a member of the peo-
ple of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew
born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ®as
to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righ-
teousness under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come
to regard as loss because of Christ. *More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of
all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in
order that I may gain Christ *and be found
in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law but one that comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. '’ want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection and
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like
him in his death, ''if somehow I may attain the
resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or
have already reached the goal, butI press on to
lay hold of that for which Christ has laid hold
of me. ®Brothers and sisters, I do not consider
that I have laid hold of it, but one thing I have
laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, "I press
on toward the goal, toward the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46

[Jesus said:] “Listen to another parable. There
was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put
a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and
built a watchtower. Then he leased it to ten-
ants and went away. **When the harvest time
had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to
collect his produce. *But the tenants seized
his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. **Again he sent other slaves,
more than the first, and they treated them in
the same way. ¥Then he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” **But when
the tenants saw the son, they said to them-
selves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him
and get his inheritance.’ **So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
*'Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those tenants?” *'They said
to him, “He will put those wretches to a mis-
erable death and lease the vineyard to other
tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”

“Jesus said to them, “Have you never read
in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?
““Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. **The one who
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.”

“When the chief priests and the Pharisees
heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. *They wanted to arrest
him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

Next Sunday’s Readings: Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14.

Readings from the New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary copyright © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Please visit our website at

www.augsburgfortress.org.

Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. May not be reproduced. Printed in U.S.A.
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